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“SURPRISED BY THE FLOOD. | 








RCHIE RUNDELLand Hamp Wright | 

e\ were boys of about the same age, 

who lived in Western Texas. They 

were cousins, Archie being an orphan and 

living with his uncle. Mr. Wright com- 

bined the two occupations of farming and 
sheep-raising, and between 
tending the flocks and cul- 
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place to place and left in mounds and | 
ridges. The water was now very low. In| 
most places there was only a narrow stream 


recrossing the river-bed in a channel of | 
its own. Even where it was deepest it | 
was very clear, the pebbled bottom being 
distinctly visible. 

A better place for throwing stones was | 
never seen, (Exhaustless numbers of all! 

















tivating the soil, Hamp and 
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the water, he being considered the more 
skilful who could cause a stone to strike 
the water a greater number of times before 
it sank. 

After moving along down the river in 
this way for some time, wading wherever 
they wished to cross, they came to the 
swimming place, and prepared for a dif- 
ferent kind of sport. 

The day was warm, and the sun beat 

with unusual force upon 
the white gravel. In the 






































northwest, toward the head 



































Archie had little time for 

















of the Cowhouse, was a 























amusement. 
Their home was situated 





dark cloud, which had lain 





























on the bank of the Cow- 




















house, a small, rocky river 





which drains a_ broken 
country. During the dry 
season this stream «dwin- 
dles to an insignificant size, 
but itis subject to sudden 
and destructive floods, and 
has been known to rise to 
an astonishing height ina 
short time. When swollen, 
it becomes very swift and 
dangerous, especially at the 
narrow places where the 
water rushes along the 
rocky channel with resist- 
less force. 

One Saturday morning 
in the latter part of May, 
several years since, Mr. 
Wright assigned the two 
boys the task of thinning 
some corn, adding that if 
they finished it before night 
they might spend the re- 
mainder of the day as they 
pleased. 

They went to work eag- 
erly, and labored with that 
zeal which belongs to boys 
who see a holiday just 
ahead. At dinner they an- 
nounced with evident sat- 
isfaction that their task 

yas completed, and not 
ong after they started out 
to amuse themselves. 

At first they rambled along the river 
bank in the hope of finding some ripe 
grapes, but learning that it was too early 
In the season for these, they set off toward 
a favorite swimming place, nearly a mile 
below. An hour or more was spent in 
tramping over the immense beds of loose | 


gravel which lay in the channel of the themselves by throwing flat stones so as that.” 
river, and which every freshet moved from | to make them glance along the surface of | 

















there since early morning. 
The rumbling of distant 
thunder had been heard at 
intervals during the day, 
and it was inferred that a 
‘heavy rain must be falling 














shapes and sizes, polished to a perfect 
smoothness by ages of washing and grind- 
ing against each other, lay piled up every- 
where. Not a bird or rabbit or squirrel 
could approach without becoming a target 
for the sportive youngsters. When none 
of these were to be seen, they amused 


in that part of the country. 

To avoid the rays of the 
sun, Hamp and Archie 
sought the shade of a tall 
young syeamore — which 
grew near the middle of 
the river-bed and not far 
from the edge of the water. 
It stood in a long ridge of 
gravel which had collected 
above and _ below, and 
which the water had neapes 
up several feet higher than 
the general level. 

On this ridge, at the foot 
of the sycamore, the boys 
hastily threw off their 
clothes. They were soon 
in the water, plunging and 
splashing with as much de- 
light as if it had been their 
native element. 

A quarter of an hour later 
their attention was arrest- 
ed by hearing a distant 
roar. 

‘What's that?” asked 
Hamp, as he stopped to 
listen, 

“Rain, I guess,” said Ar- 
chie, diving into the clear 
pool, and coming up after 
seconds with his hands full of 
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a few 
gravel, 
~ “That?s no rain,” said Hamp, as soon 
as his cousin could hear him. “The 
cloud’s not close enough.” 

‘‘ Well, maybe it’s thunder.” __ 

“Thunder ‘don’t keep on roaring like 
Hamp! Don’t stand 


“QO, come on, 
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there always. 
soon,” and by way of enforcing what 
he said, Archie threw both handfuls of 
-gravel at his cousin. 

The latter turned quickly and sprang 
into the water where a lively struggle 
ensued between them. 

In a little while they stopped again and 
listened, for the sound was fast increas- 
ing. 

‘“‘T know what it is,” said Archie. 
“Tt’s a hard wind rising. On windy 
days I’ve heard these big trees here in the 
bottom roar so that you couldn’t hear 
anything else.” 

This explanation was satisfactory to 
both, and they resumed their sport, ex- 
pecting soon to see the tall trees which 
grew on the river banks swaying in the 
wind. 

In a few minutes the roar became al- 
most deafening, but the forest was still 
motionless. In spite of their belief that 
the sound was produced by the wind, 
Archie and Hamp left off their playing 
and stared blankly at each other. Sud- 
denly apprehensions of imminent dan- 
ger seized them. Their faces grew pale 
at the thought which suggested itself to 
both their minds. 

“ Let’s get out of here!’ cried Hamp, 
in tones of alarm. “It’s a rise coming 
down !” ‘ 

Plunging into the water, they swam 
rapidly across to the side where their 
clothes were. Just as they reached the 
gravelly bank, a sight at onee grand and 
terrible met their eyes, 


Sweeping around a bend in the river 
but a few yards above them was a turbid 
mass of water, extending from bank to 
bank, and presenting an apparently up- 
right front more than two feet high! 

For a moment the boys stood as if pet- 
rified by the spectacle. Then, recovering 
themselves, they ran quickly upon the 
ridge of gravel and stood clinging to the 
sycamore, in terror lest they should be 
swept away. With a dreadful roar the 
angry torrent rushed by and left them 
standing upon a narrow island. 


For several moments they neither 
moved nor spoke, being overpowered by 
a sense of the danger which they had so 
narrowly escaped. Their safety was not 
yet assured, however, as they speedily 
learned. Looking down, they saw that 
the water was rising fast. It would 
soon be over the narrow island on which 
they were standing. 

With scared faces they looked at each 
other and then at the water which sep- 
arated them from both banks. There 
was no hope of being able to reach either 
side. The stream was far too swift and 
Hse turbulent for them to attempt to swim 
it. 

Seeing that the water would soon be 
up around them, they put on their clothes 
and prepared to climb the tree. 

In spite of their alarm, they could 
not help observing the stream as it swept 
by them. For a few minutes it was 
almost crowded with logs, rails and 
brush. Tubs and boxes also went 
floating by, and numbers of corn and 
cotton stalks, showing that the farms 
above were already flooded. 


As the water came up around their feet, 
they began to ascend the tree. This was 
now their only hope. Archie went first, 
and Hamp followed close after him. 
They said very little, for they were too 
much terrified by the dangers which 
threatened them to talk. Besides, it 
was only by placing their faces near to- 
gether and shouting with all their might 


Itll be night pretty 








that they could make themselves under- 
stood. 

The water continued to rise, crawling 
up at least a foot in every five minutes. 
Higher and higher the two boys climbed, 
keeping just out of its reach. They 
could feel their not very strong support 
tremble as the torrent surged against it. 
Occasionally it would bend slightly, as 
if about to yield to the pressure of the 
waters from above, but would soon re- 
cover its erect position. : 

While still climbing slowly upward, 
Archie touched Hamp on the shoulder, 
and pointed to some trash which had 
lodged several feet above them in the 
topmost branch. They both knew what 
this meant. ‘The tree had been sub- 
merged during some recent flood, and if 
the water should rise to the same height 
now they would certainly be drowned. 
For though they could swim as well as 
most boys of their size, it would avail 
them nothing. The strongest man would 
have little chance for life in such a tor- 
rent. 

Soon the tree began to bend beneath 
their weight, and they could climb no 
further. It was already swaying by 
force of the increasing pressure of the 
water, sinking and rising at regular in- 
tervals. When it bent lowest the water 
ran up about their legs. Hamp had 
climbed up till he was as high as 
Archie, and they now stood on the same 
limb, and clasped with their arms the 
tree between them. 

Their situation rapidly became worse. 
Each time that the sycamore bent down- 
ward, the water rose several inches 
higher around them. At length it sunk 
so low that they were completely im- 
mersed. . 

The next moment it rose, however, 
and the two boys appeared, their faces 
blanched and their eyes wild with ter- 
ror. 

Again it sunk, remaining under longer 
than before, and again it rose. 

Searcely had they caught their breath 
when the tree went under the third time. 
They still clung to it with a grip of 
death, knowing that if they once relin- 
quished their hold they would be swept to 
destruction. But it remained beneath 
the water so long that they were com- 
pelled to let go and come to the surface. 


Reaching out blindly in the hope of 
grasping something, they found that they 
were under what appeared to be a drift- 
ing tree-top. They easily clung to this, 
and soon after, finding that it would sup- 
port them, they climbed up through the 
brush and sat on the large branches. 


Here they could see how they had 
escaped being thrown upon the mercy of 
the torrent. A huge sycamore growing 
on the bank of the river had, at some 
time or other, been broken off near the 
ground. Being caught up by the flood, 
it had drifted along, and hy chance its 
tops had passed directly over where they 
were clinging just as they were forced 
to abandon their frail support. 

Fortunately it was so balanced that 
their weight would not overturn it. Even 
the surging, tumultuous waters seemed 
to respect its gigantic size, for while 
smaller trees and logs were being tossed 
about, and sometimes hurled end over 
end, it glided along smoothly and 
seemed to maintain the dignity with 
which it had for years presided over the 
surrounding forest. 

Night came on soon after Archie and 
Hamp began their novel voyage. Through 
the long hours of darkness they sat 


clinging to the huge tree and wondering 
to what fate they were drifting. Though 
cold and tired, they were still hopeful, 
and also deeply thankful that, by what 
seemed a providential interposition, their 
lifeless bodies were not now being tossed 
about by the merciless torrent. 

The current drove them forward at the 
rate of several miles an hour. Frequently 
when there were no trees to shut in their 
view, they could see the water extend- 
ing from hill to hill, and looking like a 
vast lake. The valleys on both sides of 
the river were covered to a depth of 
several feet. : 

In some places the main current 
seemed to have left the channel of ‘the 
river, and the boys found themselves 
drifting over submerged fields. Once 


they passed within two or three hundred » 


yards of a house, and. shouted as loudly 
as they coyld, but failed to get an an- 
swer. Had they been heard, it is hardly 
probable that anyone could have res- 
cued them, for there were few boats on 
the river, and these had been washed 
away by the unexpected rise. 

Sometime between midnight and day 
the log on which Hamp and Archie were 
floating drifted into the thick woods 
which grew near the river bank. Here 
it lodged. 

They stood ready to climb one of the 
trees that had stopped their progress, 
but found that this would not be neces- 
sary, for the log remained unmoved. 

Here they sat and waited until, after 
what seemed an age, daylight appeared. 
By this time the flood, which went down 
almost as fast as it rose, had fallen so 
far as to be confined between the banks 
of the river. They now made their way 
across the shallow water that remained 
standing in the valley, and at last 
reached the higher ground. 

Setting’ out up the river, they soon 
came to a house. Here they dried their 
clothes, and were provided with a break- 
fast. Soon after the owner of the house 
furnished them with horses, and he him- 
self started with them on their return 
home. 

As they proceeded up the river, they 
saw everywhere scenes of devastation. 
Fences had been swept away, crops de- 
stroyed, and much damage done to all 
kinds of property that happened to be 
within reach of the water. They saw 
several families that, living in low 
places, had been forced to abandon their 
homes, and at least three houses had been 
carried away with all that they con- 
tained. 

It was late in the afternoon when the 
two boys and the man who had accom- 
panied them rode up to Mr. Wright's 
gate and dismounted. The delight of the 
family at seeing Hamp and Archie alive 
and well may be imagined, when it is 
known that they had been given up for 
deud, and that a party was already en- 
gaged in searching for their bodies. 
+> 

My Duck Hunt. 
BY L. E. HUDSON. 

At three o’clock one clear, cold morn- 
ing in October, a few years ago, my 
brother and JI, accompanied by two 
friends from a neighboring town, started 
for a day’s hunting in the large marsh 
that lies between the range of sand hilly 
bordering on Lake Ontario and the 
main-land, ‘This marsh is five miles in 








length by two in width, including several : 


ponds, and is.a feeding place for thou- 
sands of ducks in their semi-annual. mi- 
gration. We were full of excitement and 
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anticipation of a fine day’s shooting. 
Braced by the cool air we made a short 
walk of the few miles between our home 
and the hunting ground. 

Arriving at a point where the road is 
crossed by a river we find the boats that 
we had previously engaged, which we 
silently launched and with muffled oars 
proceeded down the river until near its 
mouth, where we, after anchoring our 
decoys, made of wood and painted to im- 
itate wild ducks, pushed our boats into 
the tall grass that grew up in the-marshy 
shore of the river, my brother and his 
friend were on one side and my compan- 
ion and I on the opposite side, a little 
farther up stream. Here we were, when 
sitting down, completely out of sight, but 


by standing, our heads and_ shoulders 
came above the tall grass. Other hunters 


came and stationed themselves about us. 

It was just beginning to light up in the 
eastern horizon, as we finished our lunch. 
when a duck’s quack was heard in the 
distance. This seemed a signal, for the 
sharp quack of thousands of ducks filled 
the air around us. Presently a tlock of 
teal came tlying down the river with 
sharp quacks, and making a graceful cir- 
cle they lit among our decoys; four guns 
in quick succession belched forth their 
deadly hail and five fine birds went into 
our game-bags. 

Now it was a lively time and we were 
in a fever of excitement which partially 
accounts for the accident which soon be- 
fel me. The incessant quacking, the 
rushing and whirring of wings and the 
loud report of our guns was enough to 
excite even a veteran hunter. 

Just then a single duck came flying 
up the stream, about six feet from the 
water. Stepping on the seat of the boat 
to get a better shot, I raised my gun to 
fire; but at that instant, bang! bang! 
went the guns of the boys in the other 
boat and I felt a stinging sensation on 
the bridge of my nose that nearly 
blinded me. Although somewhat bewil- 
dered I knew that my gun was at full 
cock; turning partly around [ lowered 
the muzzle and fired both barrels into the 
water. 

My face was now covered with blood 
and turning to my companion, who sat 
watching with astonishment my strange 
actions, [ exclaimed, ‘‘I am shot!” and 
sank down, my brain all in a whirl. 

My friend pushed the boat out into 
the stream and shouting to the other 
boys, rowed as fast as he could under 
the circumstances to the U. S. Life Sav- 
ing Station which was about half a mile 
distant. Here they succeeded in stop- 
ping the bleeding of my nose and after 
washing the blood from off my face and 
hands I found that Il was more scared 
than hurt. A single large shot struck 
me on the bridge of my nose and glanced 
up under the skin about three-quarters 
of an inch toward the corner of my left 
eye, and there it remains to this day. 

After an application of arnica and 
court-plaster we resumed our hunt, and 
although not quite so successful as in the 
early morning we had a fine time. 

On returning home in the afternoon, 
fearing that my parents would not con- 
sent to let me go the next day if they 
should learn of my accident, I cautioned 
my companions to keep silent. At the 
supper table, on being i about 
my swollen nose, | warded the question 
by replying that I hurt it in.a-boat, amid 
an audible tittering of the boys. , 

Although I have hunted in this marsh 
many times since then, this is the only 
accident I ever had in hunting. 
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Games and Pastimes.s: 
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readers. 











Changes in Base Ball Rules. 


The season is at hand when great 
interest is taken in ‘“ the National 
game,” and the following summary of 
the changes that have this year been 
made in the rules governing the game will 
be of interest : 

Four balls instead of five gives a bats- 
man his base. 

If a thrown ball should hit the umpire 
the runner must return to his place. 

The base runner may take a base if a 
batted ball hits the umpireon fair 
ground. 

Players must take seats on the play- 
ers’ benches at the conclusion of their 
inning in the field. 

A foul tip is not out, or a foul fly either, 
unless caught outside of a line ten feet 
from the home base. 

The imaginary line has been eliminated 
from the pitcher’s box. 

The. extra player, or tenth man, may 
take his place in the field at the end of 
any inning. 

A bunted ball will not count. as a 
strike unless it is willfully blocked off 
foul. 

The runner need not touch the bases 
on returning on a foul. 

The umpire shall not reverse his de- 
cision on the testimony of any player or 
bystander. 

The game is not ended until the ball 
has been returned to the pitcher, all runs 
up to that time to count and the batsman 
to get credit for all bases he can make on 
his hit. 

After a player has been fined once 
for abusing the umpire, that official shall 
retire him from the game and substitute 
one of the men in uniform. 

The new rule allowing the captain of 
a club to relieve a pitcher who is being 
batted hard in a game, or weakening 
from any cause whatever, will be tested 
early in the season by managers. It is 
announced that many of them will take 
advantage of the ten-men rule in nearly 
every game. 


—————__4 e>______—_ 


How to Make Colored Fires. 


Perhaps it is too early to think about 
celebrating ‘‘ the Fourth,” but the follow- 
ing list of proportions, for making colored 
fires may not be amiss. For really effec- 
tive results nothing beats them, although 
to the average boy they have the alimost 
fatal fault that they do not make any 
noise. 

, White.—Saltpetre, two parts; sulphur, 
two parts; antimony, two parts. 

Red.—Nitrate of strontia, twenty parts ; 
chlorate of potash, five parts ; sulphur, six 
and one-half parts; charcoal, one part. 

Blue.—Chlorate of potash, nine parts; 
sulphur, three parts; carbonate of cop- 
per, three parts. 

Yellow.—Nitrate of soda, twenty-four 
parts ; antimony, eight parts ; sulphur, six 
parts; charcoal, one part. 

Green.—Nitrate of baryta, twenty-six 
parts; chlorate of potash, eighteen parts ; 
sulphur ten parts. 

_Violet.--Nitrate of strontia, four parts ; 
chlorate of potash, nine parts; sulphur, 
five parts ; carbonate of copper, one part ; 
a 
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sow to Do It.’’ys 


Original contributions solicited for this page. “Send 
sketches, no matter how rough, with descriptions, when 
possible, and illustrations will be made. : 


How to Sit a Horse. 

“ The best riders in the world,” said 
an old cavalryman, who was giving a 
greenhorn s0me points on equestrian- 
ism.” are the Mexicans. Buffalo Bill’s 
cowboys are splendid riders, hut the 
Mexicans are better still, And their 
superiority is in part due to the kind of 
saddle they use. That low English 
saddle you've got there,” he continued, 
‘IT couldn’t ride in. Now the great 
beauty of the Mexican saddle is that a 
man sitting in it has his legs almost 
straight down beside the horse lke a 
clothespin. A Mexican on_ horseback 
keeps his heels and shoulders nearly in 
line, his feet planted firmly in his stir- 
rups underneath him and_ pointed 
straight ahead, parallel with the horse. 
Our McClellan saddle would be as good 
as the Mexican saddle if it only had the 
stirrups placedga couple of inches farther 
back. As it is, a man riding in a Mc- 
Clellan saddle has to bend his leg at the 
knee in the English style. Now, with 
the knee bent it is almost impossible to 
keep your feet pointed straight ahead. ” 

“ Nine-tenths of the riders you see 
about the streets and country roads 
every day have their toes turned at an 
angle of 45 degrees from the sides of the 
horse. As a consequence these riders 
can’t have a firm seat, and don’t enjoy 
the exercise half so much as they would 
if they rode properly.” 

‘To sit firmly on a horse and at the 
same time to have the body erect and 
free to give with the horse’s motion, ” 
the cavalryman said, ‘‘ you must grip 
the animal’s side with your knees. 
Not with the calves of the legs, mind, 
nor with the thighs, but with the knees 
alone. Now, if you don’t keep your toes 
pointed straight ahead, or nearly so, it is 
impssible to get this grip with the 
knees.”” ; 

“ A Mexican astride his high curved 
saddle, with his legs hanging straight 
down, rises as easily as if he were sit- 
ting in a rocking chair, and at the same 
time it is almost impossible to unseat 
him. Buta man riding on a flat English 
saddle with short stirrups, his legs bent 
at the knee and his toes turned out, has 
no chance when the horse jumps sud- 
denly.”—Horse and Stable. 
+o 

How to Fit Keys into Locks. 

When it is not convenient to take 
locks apart in the event of keys being 
lost, stolen or missing, and you wish to 
fit a new key, take a lighted match or 
candle and smoke the new key in the 
flame, introduce it carefully into the 
key hele, press it firmly agains tthe oppo- 
sing wards of the lock, withdraw it, 
and the indentations in the smoked part 
of the key will show you exactly where 
to file. 











- > =» 
A Dandy Appetite. 
Tramp.—Do you people eat this kind 
ov fodder ? é 
Benevolent Dressmaker.—Yes, we do. 
Ain’t it good enough for you ? ie) 
Tramp.—Hardly, mum, hardly. It’s 
good enough, I suppose, for people who 
have to work for a living, but not for a 
person like me, traveling merely for 
recreation.—Puck. 
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tLadies’ Department. 


Edited Be REBECCA SUNSHINE. Contributions solic- 
ited from all. Address in care of PLAIN TALK. 








Novelties in Fashions. 

This, as we know, is the age of revivals 
and if we can’t have both new things and 
old, it is quite as well to be content with 
the old. In fact, age imparts value to 
many of the fashions in vogue; for in- 
stances:—The old, thickly-embroidered 
veil is coming in style again, with a rib- 
bon run at the top to tie it on the bonnet 
or hat ; then it falls plainly to the waist or 
bust. The possessor of one of these old 
veils is in luck, and the more aged the 
veil, just so much more value can be 
placed upon it. 

The Hading or Empire veil is still popu- 
lar but can only be worn with brimmed 
hats. Another revived style, is the soft 
and delicately tinted lace scarf, three 
yards long, so popular in the time of Jose- 

hine. They can be knotted at the waist, 
yut they are intended to be wound about 
the neck carelessly, with the ends allowed 
to float at the sides, as our #and-mothers 
wore them, while the wearer is expected 
to be dressed after the same style,—nar- 
row skirt, with waist just well below arm- 
pits, sandaled shoes and reticule. 

It is an evident and firm intention to 
bring old Jace again into favor. Venetian 
point is the most sought for; after this, 
Genoise point and then Trish point. The 
more elegant qualities of Duchesse and 
Valenciennes are used if they have the 
creamy look of age. Cravats or neck 
scarfs have been revived, the handsomest 
are edged with real lace and are always 
becoming, even more so than the pretty 
new ruchings—flat, with their lines of 
pearl beads, or silver or gilt. Many per- 
sons prefer black ruching now with nar- 
row white ribbon tied under left ear, only 
this seems a rather warm style for sum- 
mer. Yet there is another style, which 
suggests even more discomfort and this is 
the prevailing millinery notion of having 
wide strings fastened to the hacks of bon- 
nets, and frequently they are fastened in 
seam way to brimmed hats—and then 
brought forward and made into huge 
bows under the chin, while lace or scarfs 
of net used in the place of ribbon is knot- 
ted below the dress collar, confined with 
flowers—or pretty pin—one set with ru- 
bies being prefered. 

The variety of new shaped bonnets and 
hats are perfectly lovely and no one can 
complain that they cannot get a becoming 
hat this season. They are particularly 
bewitching in their light textures and 
pretty combining colors. The bonnets, 
if possible, are even more varied than the 
hats. There is the toque for the street, 
this has a low crown, larger and flater 
than last season. It turns up all round. 
The capote for church, is smaller than for- 
merly, very close, very narow, low in the 
crown and cut off short at the ears. Then 
comes the hat, after the order of those in- 
troduced by the Gainsborough beauties so 
picturesquely beautiful and becoming for 
coutnry wear; it is big, round and flat, 
with shallow crown though apparently 
the crown is high. This is effected by the 
trimming. Ribbons, flowers, feathers, 
and lace are used in profusion for the 
trimmings of all the new hats and bon- 
nets. Lace will be extensively used both 
in the piece and as edgings. 

Rosettes of narrow ribbon combining 
several colors are introduced with coquet- 
tish effect. Also black butterflies nest- 








ling among the flowers—yellow flowers 
for the spring, such as dandelions, cow- 
slips, etc., while later on, roses and all the 
tlowers can be seen dipping among the 
feathers, and even resting on the wavy 
locks of the front hair. Yet there are 
warmer looking hats made of cloths and 
oriental silks—these are often composed of 
the material of dress worn, as it is consid- 
ered en regal to have hat or bonnet en 
suite with the costume, which may be em- 
broidered or similarly decorated. 

The Persains bands, so popular for dress 
garniture hold important position .with 
willinery ; also the gauze that forms such 
dainty evening toilets. 


NENA BARBEE LANE. 


0 — 


New Colors. 


The following new colors are copied 
from the Domestic Monthly, published at 
No. 853 Broadway, New York. This mag- 
azine is one of the best fashion Journals 
known, while there are no other patterns 
that seem to give better satisfaction than 
the Domestic patterns. The prevailing 
Empire and Directoire styles point to the 
wearing of faint shades, and an especial 
fancy for a grayish green, dull blue, and 
deep copper red. 

Empire Green—Dull, yellowish green. 

Reed—A similar though lighter shade 
than Empire. 

Dragon—Bluish green. 

Esterhazy—A foliage green. 

Chambre—Faint tone of green. 

Hemiphor—Bronze, and yet a grassy 
green. 

Printemps—Light lettuce shade. 

Sauterelle—Faint grass green. 

Lime or Linden—The inner side of the 
lime-leaf shade. 

Gazon—Turf green. 

Roseau—Grayish reed green. 

Reseda—Mignonette. 

Vert-de-gris—Dark green. 

Florentine—Dark bronze green. 

Snowball--Whitish green. 

Willow—Shade of a willow-tree leaf. 

Nile—Light green, for evening wear. 

Vert Fane—Medium shade of green. 

Lincoln and Robin Hood—Positive 
green. 

Yew—Deep green. 

Artichoke—Shade of artichoke leaves. 

Chartreuse—Yellow green. 

Watercress—Faint green. 

Box and Nettle—Shado of the plant. 

Tea-Rose Green—Shade of the inside 
of the leaves. 

Ivy—Dull green. 

Marjolaine—Leaf green. 

Printanier and _ Prinsever — Light 
greens. : 
Pistache—Delicate yellowish shade. 

Canard—Duck’s-wing shade. 

Vandyke—Reddish terra-cotta. 

Bois-de-rose—Rosewood shades. 

Coral—Coral red and pink. 

Brick—A subdued brick-red. 

Francillion—Dark old-rose. 

Aurore—Deep pink. 

Beige Rose—Dull fawn-red. 

Sappho—Light rosewood shade. 

Scabieuse—Purplish red. 

Infernal—Vivid red. 

Vernis—Golden red. 

Etrusque—Lrownish red. 

Violet-wood—Purplish red. 

Copper—Is now of a more reddish tint. 

Vernose—Deep, rich shades of red. 

Azalea—Evening shade of pink. 

Old-Rose —Deep, faded shade of red- 
dish pink. 

Tomato—Brilliant red. 


Shell Pink—Shade of the inside of a 
sea-shell. . . 

Shell Gray—Pinkish gray. 

Silver—Steely gray in light tints. 

Steam—Light, though dull, gray. 

Granite—Bluish gray. 

Oxide—Dull silver gray. 

Colombe—Dove gray. 

Heron—Whitish gray. 

Bismarck—Reddish brown. 

Bronze—Greenish brown. 

Florentine Brown—Greenish and me- 
tallic browns. 

Suede—Yellow tan. 

Mode—Grayish tan. 

Beige—Fawn brown. 

Beaver—Mode brown. 

Burned Biscuit—Soft brown. 

The Noir—Dark golden yellow. 

The Clair—Light golden yellow. 

Ailantus—Tender tint of golden yellow. 

Sealskin—Shade of the fur. 

W ood—Reddish brown. 

Havana—Cigar brown, of a dark shade. 

New Blue—Grayish cadet blue, nearly 
black. 

Dragon Blue—Greenish blue. 

Dresden—Soft, faint shade. 

Porcelain—Light china blue. 

Rouen—Dark sky-blue.  - 

New Peacock—Grayish blue. 

Gobelin—Dull Grayish blue. 

Royale—Positive medium shade. 

On a French color card there are eight 
shades of gray, eight of blue, sixteen of 
green, twelve of red,seven of brown, five 
of pink, six of yellow, four peach shades, 
four of white, bluish, cream, ivory, and 
a new yellow white, and three pruen 
tints. 
; _———_soo—————_ 


The Maryland Poet. 


As before mentioned in ‘‘ Breezes” Miss 
Reese’s poems have made quite a favor- 
able impression upon the literary world. 
Edmond Clarence Stedman pays her 
works a well deserved compliment in 
these words. ‘‘ There is not one line that 
has not some exquisiteness of its own.” 
Too late for her recent book ‘‘ A bunch of 
May,” was published the following, which 
came to me in a private letter : 


Elizabeth! alack, Elizabeth! 
' _ Your lovely lilies blow : 
Slim, love, still love, beside the echoing stair. 
The bees have found them out; Row after row 
Your pinks, those little blossoms with a breath 
: Bloom from the east, and out the spice-trees there, 
Nod up the paths; and roses white as death, 
; And roses red as love, grow everywhere; 
. For June is at the door 


Alack, alack, alack, Elizabeth ! 
Sweeter than J 


une, Why do you come no more. 

Another poem, a gem in the way of 
word painting is called ‘‘A Haunting 
Memory.” Some time later we hope to 
furnish this exquisite work for the read- _ 
ers of “‘ Breezes,” or, rather, PLAIN TALK 
now. 

In writing of Southern Literary pro- 
duction Miss Reese said in an old letter, 
‘*] hope. Southerners will make haste 
slowly, and not spoil their budding repu- 
tation by slipshod work.” A fault that is . 
not likely to be found in any of Miss 
Reese’s poems, as they well deserve the 
compliment paid them by an emminent 
literary gentleman when he compared her 
to a choice pupil in the English Art 
School: - 

‘“Lizette Woodworth Reese, and Rob- 
ert Burns Wilson are poets of rare qual- 
ity.” 

Victor MEREDITH BELL. 

Riverside Cottage, Maryland. 





Don’t attempt wit in company for the 
sake of saying something. Talk sense — 


Burnt Rose—Bright ashes-of-roses tint. lor not at all. 


* which I was proud to wear, not alone for 


- certain articles as keepsakes for his wife 


J 


his 
_the hands of wife or son, would not come, 
--until this morning, when on entering. 





The Silken Sash. 
A TRUE STORY OF THE LATE WAR. 


Several years ago a grand reunion of the 
ivan county, N. H., veterans, was held 
at——. Traveling at that time among the 
hills and lakes of that picturesque region, 
I chanced to meet with some friends at 
one of the principle hotels on the evening 
of the event, and accepted their invitation 
to join with them in the celebration. The 
morning was as fine as could possibly be 
desired ; the sail across the beautiful lake 
delightful, and as we landed in camp I was 
both delighted and surprised to meet Col. 
——of the 18th regiment, in which my late 
husband had served as an officer. The 
colonel and my husband had been per- 
sonal friends, and my pleasure at meeting 
him was great. Among others I met the 
chaplain of the 12th regiment, Mr. Dur- 
gin, formerly of Haverhill. He was 
a tall, gray-haired man of commanding 
presence ; pleasant, genial manners; and 
enthusiaastically devoted to his country’s 
welfare. He wore the blue badge of the 
grand army of the Republic, and one of 
the members presented a like badge to me, 


my country but for dear memory’s sake. 
Standing on an elevation in the grove, 
the chaplain called my attention to the 
name of the camp inscribed upon the can- 
opy covering the speaker’s stand, viz : 
“ Camp H. K. Little,” and said he would 
like to relate an incident which had oc- 
cured to him since arriving at the grounds, 
and which was connected with a tragic ex- 
perience in the late war. 

At the battle of—— it was one of his 
duties to go among the dead and wounded. 
Carrying water to the dying and endeavor- 
ing to relieve the anguish of the wounded, 
he came across a man, the lower part of 
whose face had been shot away, rendering 
him entirely unable to speak? His mind 
was clear and he perfectly comprehended 
his terrible situation. He managed to 
make the chaplain understand that he 
wished him to take from his coat pocket 


and child, and that his name was H. K. 
Little, of Sutton, N. H., also that he wish- 
ed the chaplain to write to his wife how 


he died. The chaplain took the trifles, 
placed them about his person afd promis- 
ed to write the letter as desired, and 


turned to leave the sufferer to die, when 
he was recalled, and the wounded man, 
removing a silken sash from his waist, 
made plain the request that it be sent to 
his little boy. The chaplain wound the 
sash around his own waist under his coat, 
all stained with the loving father’s blood, 
and passed on in his mournful round of 
duty ; gathering other relics from dying 
hands, taking messages from passing 
souls, until a stray shot struek him, and 
he himself was carried off the field insen- 
sible. He was injured in the head and his 
mind was for some months in a wandering 
state. His nurse, finding the sash about 
his waist, and knowing him to be a chap- 
lain, felt that there was something sacred 
connected with it, and carefully preserved 
it for him. He partially recovered in 
health and mind, and was sent home car- 
rying with him the silken sash, (the other 
keepsakes having been lost) but all re- 
membrance of the giver’s names having 
Past from his mind. In vain he pon- 
ered upon the circumstances, recalling 
‘the terrible experience of the battle field, 
the name through which he was to redeem | 
ledge and give this sacred relic into 


the grounds he looked up at the speaker’s 
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stand and upon the canopy saw the inserip- 


tion: ‘* Camp FH. K. Little.” H. K. Little! 
that was the name ! The gates of mem- 
ory were once more ajar. He hastened to 
inquire who this man was and of his fam- 
ily ; and learned that the widowed mother 
was living, and that both she and her gon, 
now @ man grown, were even then upon 
the ground. The delighted chaplain was 
at once introduced to the mother and son, 
told them the pitiful story, and promised 
to send the precious sash to them by mail 
without delay, while the young, manly- 
looking son, pale and agitated by tender 
emotion, and the mother quite overcome 
listened to the tale. Afterwards, the son, 
who was a fine elocutionist, recited from 
the speaker’s stand ‘‘Sheridan’s Ride,” 
and chaplain Durgin related to the com- 
any the thrilling story of ‘‘ The Silken 
Sash.” Mrs. H. A. B. 
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Flowers for May. 





THE GLOXINIA. 


This superb flower, though a native of 
the Tropics, may be grown successfully 
by almost every one, if sufficient warmth 
be provided. 

The plant is a perennial with thick. 
silky leaves, that rival the finest plush 
in appearance. It grows but a few 
inches high, the leaves drooping grace- 
fully over the pot so as to hide it com- 
pletely. From the centre rise the 
flower-stalks each one bearing a grand 
flower of exquisite beauty, ranging in 
color from pure white to deep carmine 
and violet, with margins of white and 
veinings of other colors. 

The plant makes a bulb which may be 
kept in dry sand in a warm place dur- 
ing the winter, just as dahlia root, and 
potted in the Spring in a sandy loam 
containing plenty of leaf-mold, they will 
soon come into bloom. 

Special varieties of exceptionally fine 
character are propagated by the leaves 
and by cuttings of the leaves, as is the 
Rex Begonia. But the most of those 
grown are from seed and all new varie- 
ties are thus raised. 

The seed should be sown in May, in a 
pot which has, at least, one-third of its 
capacity of rough drainage material in 
the bottom. On this is placed the soil, 
prepared by sifting loamy soil and leaf- 
mold together in equal parts and adding 
a little tine sand. 

The soil should be pressed down 
firmly to a smooth surface and the seeds 
scattered over it thinly and covered 
with a very slight sprinkling of fine 
sand. Do not attempt to water it, ex- 
cept by standing the pot in a vessel of 
water, warmed to about 90 degrees, and 
allow it to remain for 15 or 20 minutes. 
Enough water will penetrate through 
the sides of the pot to give all the moist- 
uré necessary. Cover the pot with a 
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pane of glass and stand it in a tempera- 
ture of 70 degrees, keeping something 
opaque over the glass until the seed- 
lings begin to show themselves, 
bring the pot close to the window and 
as soon as large enough to handle, prick 
out 
shifting them into three-inch pots when 
the little leaves get to be one inch long. 
As soon as the plants fill these pots with 


Then 


into other pots of the same soil, 


roots place in six-inch pots, reducing the 
proportion of leaf-mold in the soil. 
There are three classes of the Glox- 


inia, arranged by florists according to 


the carriage of the flowers, those with 
drooping flowers being placed in one 


class, those with horizontal flowers in 


another, and the erect flowers in a third. 
All are very beautiful, and each its 
peculiar grace. 





THE TYD@A, 
is closely related to the Gloxinia, and 


needs the same general treatment. It 
is a rare flower, but of wonderful 
beauty. 

The engraving shows the variety A. 
Bagnet, which has a scarlet tube and 
flesh-colored lobes, veined and spotted 
with blood-red. 

Another variety has a lilac-carmine 
tube, deep carmine mouth, rosy white 
lobes striped with dark carmine. 

Another has a violet-carmine tube, 
yellow lobes, spotted with blood-red. 

Still another is crimson, spotted with 
leopard-like spots of black. 

From these brief descriptions some 
idea of the exceeding richness of these 
choice flowers may be obtained. 

FLORENCE LINTON FIELD. 
ee) 





Choice Sacred Solos. 


The above is the title of a superb new 
book of carefully selected and publicly 
tested songs of a sacred or devotional 
character. Some of the best modern 
composers of this class of songs are rep- 
resented in the book, aomng whom are 
Barri, Tosti, Gounod, Costa, Tours, 
Handel, Abt, Haydn, Blumenthal, Las- 
sen, Helmund, Faure, Parker, St. Saens, 
Raff, and others. No former collection 
of sacred solos has ever been published 
of so fine a character, at so moderate a 
price. Every solo has accompaniment 
for the piano or organ. Nothing of a 
trivial or undignified nature has been 
admitted into the collection ; all the 
selections have been carefully made, and 
cannot fail to please singers who desire 
solos of this class. The book is large, 
sheet-music size ; the music printed with 
large, clear type ; and the general make- 
up and tone of the book indicates at 
once its unexceptional character. The 
pieces are not difficult. Anyone desir- 
ing a copy of ‘‘ Choice, Sacred Solos” 
may send the price $1.00 (paper), $1.25 
(boards), to Oliver Ditson Company, 
Boston, and the book will be mailed. 
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From the President of the A. A. A. 


I have before me the notice printed on 
a postal card received some time ago by a 
collector of stone relics in the Lehigh 
Valley, on which the “ Flint Jack” liv- 
ing at Orwigsburg, Pa. who was exposed 
by the writer in vol. x., p. 316, of “‘ The 
American Antiquarian” notifies lovers of 
Indian relics, that for a small compensa- 
tion, he is willing to repoint and rechip all 
broken, flaked objects, especially so spear 
and arrow heads. 

This is a new, and one might say, a 
unique business venture. I am certain 
there are collectors knowing nothing of 
what they gather who will take advantage 
of this scamp’s offer. Broken, chipped ob- 
jects need not be tampered with. Well 
versed collectors are aware of the fact 
that relics in this condition are often of 
more scientific value than are perfect 
specimens. Perfecture of form or ele- 
gance in manufacture, although they add 
to the value of a collection do not always 
give the imformation desired. The writer 
has in his cabinet rude and broken imple- 
ments of more scientific value than are his 
most beautiful objects, and without being 
egotistical he can truly say that he owns 
some of the finest and rarest implements 
ever found. 

It is only from the study of both rude 
and fine objects that true scientific infor- 
mation can be gleaned. 

I have. as time has permitted, visited 
many collectors, and my experience is, 
that nine out of ten of them merely gath- 
er for the sake of curiosity ; farmers or 
their sons who pick up objects as they find 
them, from the surface of plowed fields 
while at work on them. This sort of col- 
lector takes home his finds, the smaller 
he throws into some box, old kettle or 
basket ; the larger, such as axes. or celts, 
are placed in some nook or corner of the 
barn or out-house, and there they remain, 
often roughly handled, until one interest- 
ed is fortunate enough to hecome the own- 
er of them. This seldom happens. Three 
finely made grouved axes were once ob- 
tained by the writer from a farmer living 
near Rieglesville, New Jersey, who had 
carelessly thrown them in a wagon shed, 
and had I not had with me a friend of this 
farmer, I never would have got them. One 
of these axes is a close imitation of the one 
shown as Fig. 18 in the Smithsonian Re- 
port for 1875, but made much finer. I as- 
sure my readers its resting-place is not 
now in a structure of that kind. 

Several ago I visited a farmer collector, 
who showed me a number of chipped im- 
plements, a few axes and a“ fish cutter.” 
He would not part with his arrows or axes, 
but would I be satisfied with the “ cutter,” 
as he cared nothing for it. My readers 
can imagine, especially so those who are 
collectors, how quickly I got it into my 
hands and departed, too, in great hurry, 
for fear he might change his mind. Being 
at the time obligated to the Smithsonian, 
for valuable favors, which are still contin- 
ued, I presented it to that Institution. It 
is shown as Fig. 380 on p. 184 of “‘ Pre- 
historic Fishing in Europe and North 


Aemriac,” by the lateley deceased Dr. 
Chas. Rau, and it is there stated that it 
was found at Blackstone, Worcester Co. 
Mass., and belonged to a series of New 
England objects received from Mr. J. H. 
Clark. Thisis all wrong. The relic was 
picked up in a plowed field N. W. one 
half-mile from Kreidersville, Northamp- 
ton Co., Pa. 

There is not far from this city a cabinet 
containing several thousand objects, many 
of them very fine. 'The collector has per- 
fected his broken spears and arrows points 
with the aid of bees-wax. In this cabinet, 
too, is a broken vessel, made of plaster of 
paris, and painted black, an exact imita- 
tion of the “ water jug” of human form 
shown as Fig. 39, p. 239, “ Prehistoric 
Races of the United States,” by Col. J. W. 
Foster. Ten dollars was the price paid 
for this fraud by the owner, in its broken 
condition, to a dealer once doing business 
in Philadelphia. He only collects for 
curiosity’s sake, and knows not where 
three-quarters of his relics were found. 

At an equal distance from this city in 
another direction I have seen a large gath- 
ering, in which I discovered numerous 
frauds. The owner never studies his 
relics. A collector on Market St. in Phila- 
deJphia, some time ago bought relics to 
the value of one hiindred dollars. I saw 
them, and picked out the frauds, convine- 
ing him with the aid of powerful glasses. 
This man never reads up in the fascina- 
ting science of Archaeology. 

I would not give ten cents for all of 
these large collections of which I have 
written, because they have not been gath- 
ered on a scientific principle and are dot- 
ted with frauds. 

What does this teach us ? Is it not 
plain that all collectors of relics should 
post themselves upon what they are do- 
ing ? I know quite a number of the 
readers of this article who have been 
caught by the Orwigsburg fraud, and it 
was high time that he was exposed, for he 
sent his objects to almost every state in 
the Union, and into Canada. When my 
readers who own them, and look at them 
in their cabinets know this to be the 
acse, they must at once become aware 
that it is necessary to become students, 
and close ones too. The land is dotted 
with unprincipled men, who, for the sake 
of money, ply this nefarious trade, and 
impose upon the collectors. For this rea- 
son has been formed the ‘‘ American Arch- 
aeological Association,” and there is not 
a collector of antiquities throughout this 
great land of ours but what should at once 
make application for membership. You 
don’t want a specialist to tell you that you 
cabinet for which, to enhance in yalue, 
you have invested money, and spent much 
time contains frauds, do you? No! 
Then at once hecome a member of this As- 
sociation. Have the relics you buy ex- 
amined by those fitted and appointed for 
this purpose and no frauds will be passed 
upon you. 

A. F. Bertin, Prest. A. A. A. 
o> 
Secretary’s Report. 

This month the secretary has nothing 
to report. I had hopes that by this time 
goodly lists of applicants would be in my 
hands for publication, but in this T have 
been disappointed. The blanks have beer 
sent, but there it ends, as none of them 
have been returned from the applicants. 

In view of the little interest shown by 
archaeologists in this matter, I am led to 
ask, do they want a society or not ? 
When the question was first agitated, one 
hundred and ten persons expresse 














themselves as in favor of the project; 
but now that it is well under way, a good 
part of that number have disappeared, 
and why ? 

It rests with archaeologists to say 
whether the society shall be a success 
or not, and if this one goes down it 
will be a long time before a similar 
experiment is tried, as only those who 
have had the experience know of the 
trials and difficulties in the way of organ- 
izing sch an association. 

Everything isin good shape and only 
awaiting an increase of membership in 
order to make further progress. 

Come, gentlemen let us take our coats 
off and go in determined that we will 
bring in at least one recruit if not more, 
and if each do this we will not be lacking 
in new material. 


ALVAH DAvison, Sec’y. 


—__¢09—____. 
From the Librarian. 


I have received clippings for the 
Association Scrap Book, from J. R. Niss- 
ley, and G. H. Richmond. While at 
Salem I visited the fine display of 
Indian relics in the Peabody Academy of 
Science, and spoke a good word for the 
A. A. A., and am in hopes to receive 
something for the Library from there. 
I expect to attend the exhibition of the 
Worcester Society of Antiquity on the 
28rd of this month, and will try and tell 
what I see there in the next No. of Plain 
Talk 

C. A. Perkins, Librarian. 
—-——__~4e¢- 


The Way in Most Families. 


Caller—I would like to see the master 
of the house please. 


_———_+oo———_ ‘ 

Servant (to master)—There’s a gintle- 
man at the dure, sorr, as wud loike to 
see the masther of the house. 

Master—Johnny, tell your mother a 
gentleman has called to see her. 

Johnny—Ma, there’s a man called who 
wants to see the boss of the house. 

Ma (up stairs)—Tell him, please, that 
he will find Bridget in the kitchen. 

Caller (to Bridget)—If there is any 
one in authority here, madam, I would 
like to see him—ahem !—her. 

Bridget—Authority ? Johnny, ~ ye 
divil’s own blade, there’s a gintleman 
here lukin’ for yez.—Binghampton, (N. 
Y.) Republican. 

+ > —_—_—_ 

A wagon-building, company some- 
where out west, offered a prize of a pretty 
road cart to the ugliest man who pre- 
sented himself to the ugly man’s commit- 
tee at the Cumberland county agricult- 
ural society’s thirty-fifth annual fair, at 
Bridgeton, N. J., last year. And who 
do you suppose won the wagon ? Why, 
Rathole Loper, of course. And they say 
the man was even homlier than his 
name. Here is a partial description of 
him : ‘‘ He has big, staring eyes of a 
gentle Nile-green shade, and the con- 
tour of his face is a cross between a 
cyclone-struck pumpkin and a dog-con- 
tortionist.’—Oil City Blizzard. 

—_—_~> oe ——___——_ 

‘* T left a check for $10,000 among the 
wedding gifts,” said the bride’s father 
to his prospective son-in-law, on the eve 
of a. fashionable wedding last week, 
‘ and after the ceremony you will please 
tear it up. That’s the style nowadays, 
Frank.” ‘' Ye-es,?? Jhesitatetl Frank, 
“ that’s the style, I know; but I’m 
afraid it’s too late to tear it up now, as 
I went down to the bank this morn- 


djing and had it cashed.” red 


Sh N umismaties.1 


Contributions solicited. Questions upon any topic re- 
lating to coin collecting will be answered in this depart- 
ment by specialists. 














Wanted—A Change. 


Change is pretty good stuff to have 
jingling around in one’s pockets, and 
everybody wants it; indeed, most people 
don’t care very much what is on coins as 
long as their hands are on them. But, 
speaking seriously, there are very many 
people in this great land of ours, who 
would like to see a change in the devices 
impressed upon our national coins. 

It seems as if very little effort had ever 
been made to improve the artistic work 
on the United States coins. In fact, al- 
though changes have sometimes been 
made, it seems that anything but im- 
provement has resulted. Take for ex- 
ample, the cent. In my opinion, the an- 
tique ‘‘ Liberty cap” cent is far superior 
to that of the present time with the head 
of the “‘ Big Injun.”’ Perhaps the design 
of the “ Fillet head” was an improve- 
ment upon the first mentioned, but there- 
after, the cent degenerated until the last 
large coppers were less beautiful than the 
first. The “‘ Eagle cent?’ was not pretty. 
but that of the “‘ Indian head” is even less 
so. It is about the same with other de- 
nominations. The figure of ‘‘ Liberty 
seated” is a fearful descent from the old 
“ Liberty head.” 

Of course, modern coins are made with 
a view as to their durability, and we can- 
not expect such beautiful specimens as 
were produced by the ancients, because 
they laid more importance upon the 
beauty of the pieces» than upon their 
wearing qualities. Nevertheless, great 
improvements can, and I think should 
be made. Even the little Argentine Re- 
public can show us a representation of 
“Liberty” that beats anything we can 
produce. If one of these South Ameri- 
can pieces should be placed in a box 
with one of our copper cents, the latter 
would immediately corrode and turn 
green with envy. 

Still I would not pattern after the Arg- 
entine Republic. Very many countries 
have the portraits of their rulers on the 
coins. The names and features of the 
kings and queens are thus remembered. 

I wish that the coins, or at least some 
of the coins of the United States, might 
bear the portrait of the President. I was 
not a supporter of President Cleveland ; 
yet I should have liked to see his feat- 
ures, and the features of all future chief 
magistrates, portrayed on the nations’ 
coins. I think that it is far better to 
see the head of a man who is great 
enough to be the foremost man of this 
country, than it is to look upon the 
face of an ugly “ Liberty,” totally want- 
ing in expression. 

It is not my wish that the representa- 
tion of ‘‘ Liberty” should be wholly aban- 
doned: freedom is too sacred a thing 
to forget, even in our pieces of money. 
Let The gold, nickel, and bronze coins 
hear the figure of the goddess (a better 
type than the present), and let the silver 
pieces be graced with the features of the 
President. 

This would familiarize the people with 
the face of their leader, and would per- 
a the memory of former great men 

erhaps it would do something toward 
abating the fury of politicians, for they 
~ would hardly dare to slander a man whose 
portrait was in their pockets, 
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From a numismatical point of view, this 
change would be very gladly seen. If 
we had a set of coins from the earliest 
United States coinage, each piece bearing 
the face of the President of its time, 
how much more interesting it would be 
than a row of almost unchanging and 


wholly inexpressive ‘‘ Liberties!” Who 
would not be interested in looking over 
the metallic pictures of Washington, 


Adams, Jefferson, and the rest? Of 
course, as Mr. Whittier says, it is pretty 
sad to say “‘It might have been,” but it 
can’t be helped, now. However, we in- 
tend to do business at the old stand for 
some time to come, and, in my opinion, 
this change would be an improvement. 

Jaems Russell Lowell says that clearly 
enunciated words “‘ Are like coins fres 
from the mint, compared with the worn 
and dingy drudges of long service—I do 
not mean American coins, for those look 
less badly the more they lose of their 
original ugliness,” The latter part of this 
simile applies to our subject, and a great 
many who differ with Mr. Lowell on the 
question of the tariff, would agree with 
him concerning this. 

There is certainly enough need of some 
change. Would that the portrait of 
Gen. Harrison might be the first to adorn 
a new series of United States’ coins! 


CHARLES T. TATMAN. 








A simple and easy method of preserving and 
mounting birds of all sizes as natural as life, With- 
out Skinning. They retain their natural shape, 
and no insect will touch them. We have tested it 
for 30 years, and will refund price paid if not as 
represented. Price One Dollar. 

L. G. BISHOP & SON, Necedah, Wis. 


Are youd collector of Stamps ? 
Do you expect to collect Stamps ? 


Assenting to these questions, your interests will 
not excuse a failure to send to 


E. T. Parker, Bethlehem, Pa., 


For a copy of his MONTHLY PRICED-LIST of Post- 
AGE STAMPS. 


ANCIENT INDIAN RELICS. 


Drawings of some rare things, for stamp. Illustrated 
Catalogue 6c. or free with order. 

12 all different and desirable implements and orna- 
ments wrought out of flint, stone and shell. 

Interesting lot for stady only 75c. Will sell for more 
money. 

12 good arrowheads, 30 cents. 2c. stamps taken, 

JOR: NISSLEY 
Hardin County. 


ATTENTION! 


RESPONSIBLE COLLECTORS who desire to ob- 
tain Genuine Stamps at the lowest prices should write 
NOW for a sheet of fine Stamps on approval at 30 per 
cent. commission. Mention PLAIN TALK. 


CHAS. BEAMISH, Jr. 


1424 MARSHALL ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA, 
Foreign Consignments and Correspondence solicited. 


Here’s What You Want! 


Scott's No. 145 Die A, 5c. Blue on White, Unused 
Entire Envelopes, only 40c. 


Send 2c. stamp with good reference for some of our 
approval sheets. Stamps bought or exchanged. For- 
eign correspondepce desired. 


THE GENESEE STAMP & COIN CO., 
ROCHESTER, N. Y. 





"ADA, OHIO. 








Box 462, 





Headquarters for the Beautiful Little Oregon Bird 
Arrow Points, for Collectors and Dealers. 

Sioux, Apache, etc., Indian Relics in large variety- 
Museums, advanced collectors and amateurs supplied 
with genuine Relics. Write for large catalogue of 
Arche#olgical Relics, Minerals and Fossils to 

L, W, STILWELL, Dendwood, Dak, 
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STAMPS on ppreevel to responsible parties at 25 per 
cent. dis, B.. SAVIDGE, Box 472, Pottstown, Pa. 


EGG AND CURIOSITIES. List free. Address: 
R. B. TROUSLOT & CO., Kansas ¢ ‘ity, Mo. 


RS. HARRISON—Mrs. Cleveland—2 cabinet pho. 
tos, 18¢. MCGILL, 304 Henry St., N. V 


100 Nice Cards, name in gold, 100 Latest 
songs. 16 Complete Stories and Agts outfit, 10 
BE HIVE SUPPLY CO., Sherodaville, 0. 


SWEET HOME. Live at home and make 
more money working for us. Send 10c. for R’d 
Bee Hive Co. Sherodaville, 0. 


AGENTS clear $150 Monthly with my new 
Rubber Undergarment, for ladies only. 
Proof free. Mrs. H. F. LITTLE, Chicago, TH. 





HOM 
to WEALTH & big outfit. 


LADY 


LOOK { TRICKS IN MAGIC. Complete instruc- 
. * tions how to perform each—Great Smoke 
Trick, 10 cts.; Table Lifting, 10 cts; My Great Fire 
Act, 70 cts, List of others with every order. Address 
Prof GORMAN, Rome, N. Y, 

ures, TEN CENTS, The 
newest novelty. Pictures 


SPIRIT PHOTO roduced ene 


pa IS eek ee 
E. VAN SCHAACK, 61 Patchen Ave., Brooklyn, N. 





Material to produce 3 pict- 





Nickel f- 
Woksled Selsinking Stamps ben 4 Pent 


{ bill. 
Marks 












<: } > anything. 
s— Name,Town&Stateon,25c. Clubof7,$1.35 
ae ed = or — sag 4 Ln Pale club orders 
e Rubber Stamp Co. New Hay 
Estab. 1876. Best references. Btore kfactony IL eth Gore we 








INDIAN RELICS. 


5, 10 and 15 ets. 
a0. & 


25 


Arrow Heads.............. 

Spear Weads. vs. .26s..2d. 10,20 “ 

Pottery Pipe Stems...... 10:3 

Illustrated Catalogue of Indian Relics for stamp, Out- 
lines of large Grooved Stone Axes, etc. for stamp. 


ELMER E. McWETHY, 
Box 58. Pavilion Centre, Genesee Co., N.Y. 
(A few choice Sharks’ Teeth, 10 and 15 cts.) 


AT ONE BOUND! 


Philadelphia the Hub. 
Philadelphia the Athens of America. 


What an Economical Dollar’s Worth in Memory 
and Mind Culture will do: 

Do not go te Church, Home, Office, Bank, Business, 
Factory, Farm or Workshop; he do not go to School 
before "eae 2 se a Wherewithal Thinker for One Dol- 
lar. If all education depends upon asking the right 
questions, then this marvelous educator alone asks them. 

‘ertainly your teachers and school books do not. It en- 
ables those anxious to climb to go up higher, and the 
rank and file to reach the topmost round, and all by sev- 
en words as impressed by Townsend's Two-Page 
Wherewithal Thinker. Mailed, post-paid, to any ad- 
dress on receipt of price by the sole proprietors and man- 


ufacturers, 
The Wherewithal Company. 


If your bookseller does not have it in stock, let him 
order it for you, or order from us direct. 


AMUSEMENT FOR ALL AGES, 


CHILDREN FZ « 
are delighted with/a\ This beats them all. 


“ 








\ <= 






it. 

YOUNG Menand 
Maidens are captl- 
vated with it. 
AND OLD Men and Matrons take 
pleasure in it, or eur it with their 
children and grandchildren. 










VACUUM TIPPED ARROW. 


It is a perfect Parlor Amusement, as 
there are no sharp points to break or 
mar the furniture, and can be shot with 





: safety even at your window. It w#// 

2 teas adhere wherever it strikes. Soldevery- 
=a where. 

A Gun, Arrow, Butterfly Hanger and Graduated 


Target, mailed post-paid for 88 cts., or Spring 
Steel Bow substituted for Gun, 50 cts. xtra 
Arrows, 30 cts.each, Extra Targets 20 ets. each. 
LASTIC TIP CO., Sole Manufacturers and 
atentees iS PS "Rubber Goods of every 
description. Cor, Cornhill] and Washington St,, 
Boston, Mass, 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 
IN ADVANCE. 


Per Annum......... 50 cents. | Six Months........ 25 cents. 
To Foreign Countries 75 cents per annuin. 


ADVERTISING RATES, 


Per line, per insertion, 10 cents ; per inch, 75 cents; per 
column, $6.00. Space less than one column must be paid 
at inch rates; less than one inch at line rates. Ten per 
cent. discount for 6 months; 20 per cent. for 1 year. 
ol eho and all advertisements subject to ap- 
proval. 





Entered as second-class matter at the New York, N. Y., 
Post-Office, 


NEW YORK, MAY, 1889. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE. 


By an arrangement {ust entered into, the subscription 
list of uhe publication known as Luray Breezes has been 
combined with PLAIN TALK’s, and hereafter subscribers 
to Breezes will receive this paper. For many years 
Breezes was issued from Luray, Va., and had a large 
list of subscribers and many warm friends throughout 
all of the Southern and Eastern States. Several months 
i it was removed to this city, and now this consolida- 

on has been effected because all parties concerned be- 
lieve that the interests of both subscribers and adver- 
tisers can be better served. 

We are glad to announce, also, that the editor of 
Breezea, Mrs, Nina B. Barbee Lane, will hereafter be an 
associate editor of PLAIN TALK. Subsequent issues will 
contain one or more de ents under her rge. 

PLAIN TALK gives greeting to each subseriber to 
Laray Breezes, and trusts that along and pleasant ac- 
quaintance may be the result to the union. 

Advertisers will be greatly benefited gf the combina- 
tion, and we shall hope to receive a more liberal patron- 
age than ever. Please note that no increase of rates 
has been made. 








The attention of those wishing instruc- 
tion in shorthand is directed to the ad- 
vertisement of C. W. Loomis. 

Sa Gad, a 

R. W. Mercer, 147 Central Ave., 
Cincinnati, O., sends out a very compre- 
hensive list of fractional currency, Con- 





federate notes, ete. 
—_<¢0—______ 
Chas. Steigerwalt, sends a compre- 


hensive catalogue of coins, medals, paper 
money, numismatic books, Indian stone 
implements and curiosities in general 
which he offers for sale; 1380 East 
King St., Lancaster Penn. 
— a oe ee 

From C. W. Stutesman, BunkerHill, 
Ind., has been received a hand-book of 
coins, stamps and relics. In addition to 
the usual information contained in such 
works Mr. Stutesman has added a list of 
counterfeit U. S. notes with instructions 
how to detect them. 
+> — 

One of our advertisers, Mr. Geo. J. 
Bauer of Rochester, N. Y¥., writes us 
that he has an order from some one at 
Rushville, Ind., who mentions Plain 
Talk, but neglects to sign his name. 
Who sent the letter ? 


Oo 








Last month’s paragraph in regard to 
the word-building contests has brought 
out many replies, and it is evident that 
our subscribers have developed a consid- 
erable interest in this species of mental 
amusement, The contests will be con- 
tinued for the present. ; : 








For ten years or more W. F. Greany 
of 827 Brannan St., San Francisco, has 
been known as one of the most reliable 
and enterprising dealers of the west, or 
we might say of the entire country. 
We are in receipt of his new catalogue 
of coins, stamps, curios, etc., and advise 
all collectors to send for a copy. 

$0 

“‘ Simultaneously ” is ‘suggested by 
one correspondent as a good word to 
transpose. With such a liberal supply 
of vowels the number of words to be 
othained would be quite beyond the 
desires of that member of our staff to 
whom the task of examining lists is 
assigned. He begs already for shorter 
words. 








+++ 

Russell E. Bartlett, Kalamazoo, Mich., 
issues a new special price list of fine cab- 
inet minerals, fossils, relics and general 
curiosities which he has for sale. 

Wilson A. Holmes, of West Union, 
Ohio, the young man who has once or 
twice written us regarding the forma- 
tion of a temperance society, now in- 
forms us that the proposed society has 
been organized, and that, in connection 
with another young man, he proposes to 
issue a paper as its organ. 

+++ 

An exchange has tue following strong 
words regarding the saloon : 

‘* The saloon must have boys, or it 
must shut up shop. Can’t you furnish 
it one ’ It is a great factory, and unless 
it can get about 2,000,000 boys from 
each generation for raw material, some 
of these factories must close out and 
its operatives must be thrown on a cold 
world, and the public revenue will 
dwindle.. ‘* Wanted—2,000,000 boys,” 
is the notice. One family out of every 
five must contribute a boy to keep up the 
supply. Will you help ? Which of our 
boys will it be ? The minotaur of Crete 
had to have a trireme-full of fair 
maidens each year ; but the minotaur of 
America demands a city-full of boys 
each year. Are you a father ? Have 
you given your share to keep up the 
supply of this great public institution 
that is helping to pay your taxes and 
kindly electing public officials for you ? 
Have you contributed a boy ? If not, 
some other family has had to give more 
than its share. Hleaven help us ! 
When will we look at this thing—the 
saloon—stripped of all its subterfuges 
and cloakings, naked in i#s hideousness, 
a murder-mill, a drunkard factory, a 
recruiting station for crime ?” 
+0 

Award of Prizes. 

The “ Washington ” word-hunt closed 
on April 15th. <A very satisfactory num 
ber of lists was received this month, and 
we are encouraged to keep up the con 
tests. See announcement — elsewhere. 
Prizes are awarded as follows : 





The first prize, a gold dollar, to W. V. 
Kip, 448 5th Ave., New York City, 273 
words. 

The second, third, fourth and fifth 
prizes, each one of our premium books, are 
awarded as follows: 

Kk. C. Farman, 1007 California St., San 
Francisco, Cal., 250 words. 

Kk. A. Ridenour, Woodhull, Tls., 245 
words. , 

Wintie R. Gordon, Chelmesford, Mass., 
235 words. 

Dan McLaughlin, 35 McGregor Ave. 
Mt. Auburn, Cincinnati, Ohio, 225 words. 

———_~+ee 
The New Prize Word Hunt. 

In accordance with the request of many 
subscribers we have decided to continue 
our prize word hunts. The word selected 
this month is 





AMERICAN. 

The requirements are that only sub- 
scribers can compete, but any one can 
send their subscription in with their list 
of words. Proper names will not be al- 
lowed and only words found in the body 
of Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, 
which will be considered a final author- 
ity in deciding all disputed points. No 
letter can be used in the same word twice, 
unless used twice in ‘ American.” Lists 
must be arranged (falphabetically, and 
must be written in ink. 'The contest will 
slose June 15th, 1889, and the result an- 
nounced in the July number. 

The first prize will be one dollar; the 
second, third, fourth and fifth each one 
of our books to be selected by the winner. 
should more than one list contain the 
same number of words the first prize will 
he awarded to the one having the fewest 
rors. As the word is a short one lists 
will not be large, and contestants will 
need to be careful to guard against errors, 
is this point will be likely to determine 
the award of prizes. 

a oe 


Palindremes. 


We wonder how many of our readers 
know that the above funny word means 
‘words, verses or sentences that are the 
same when read backward or forward ?” 

In making our prize offer last month, 
by an error, it was printed that the prize 
contest would .close April 15th. The 
date should have been May 15th, as other- 
wise faraway subscribers would not have 
sufficient time to prepare lists. 

We repeat the offer, extending the time 
o May 15th. 

Who can make the largest list of words 
spelled both backward and forward the 
same ? +e 

There is “‘ Noon,” and ‘ Hannah,” and 
a great many others. 

A prize of a gold dollar is offefed for 
the longest list, with one of our pre- 
mium books for the second and _ third 
prizes. Only correct English words will 
be allowed, and all lists must be ar- 
ranged alphabetically. 

Only subscribers can compete, but sub- 
scriptions may be sent in with the lists. 

In case of two lists with the same num- 
ber of words the one with the fewest, er- 
rors, and which presents the best appear- 
ance, will be given the preference. ‘ 











I love; my love is passing fair, 
Although her locks are tinged with gray, 
And on her face are lines of care 
Which time can never drive away ; 
And if perchance from her I stray, 
I ne’er can love another, 


To me her face is always sweet, 
And love-light beams with every smile; 
’Tis her alone, I love to greet, 
tor she can all my cares beguile, 
And though I search for loves the while, 
My heart can find no other, 


She loves me with a passion deep, 
And at her shrine my heart is laid; 
She prays for me whene’er I sleep, 
And in her love I’m well repaid. 
But should you ask “ who is this maid?” 
I say with pride—my mother. 
Gi. D, TF. 





ee ee 
A Business Lesson. 


Peter Cooper was one of the most suc- 
cessful, careful and prudent business 
men of his time. He was strongly op- 
posed to the methods of many merchants 
who launched out into extravagant en- 
terprises on borrowed money, for which 
they paid exorbitant rates of interest. 
The following anecdote illustrates this 
point very forcibly. 

Once while talking about a_ project 
with an acquaintance, the latter said he 

- would have to borrow the money for six 
months, paying interest at the rate of 
3 per cent. per month. 

“Why do you borrow for so short a 
time ?” Mr. Cooper asked. 

‘* Because the brokers will not negoti- 
ate bills for longer.” 

“Well, if you wish,” said Mr. Cooper, 
“T will discount your note at that rate 
for three years.” 





“Are you in earnest?’ asked the 
would-be borrower. 
“Certainly I am. [ will discount 


your note for $10,000 for three years 
' at that rate. Will you do it?” 

‘Of course I will,” said the merchant. 
“Very well,” said Mr. Cooper; “ just 
sign this note for $10,000 payable in 
three years, and give me your check for 
$800 and the transaction will be com- 
plete.” 

‘But where is the money for me?” 
asked the astonished merchant. 

“You don’t get any money,” was the 

“Your interest for thirty-six 
months, at three per centum per month, 
amounts to 108 per centum, or $10,800; 
therefore your check for 5800 just makes 
us even.” 

The force of this practical illustration 
of the folly of paying such an exorbi- 
tant price for the use of money was such 
that the merchant determined never to 

_ borrow at such ruinous rates, and he fre- 
quently used to say that nothing could 
have so fully convinced him as this rather 
humorous proposal by Mr. Cooper. 

—_—_——_¢0@—__—__ 


Rules for Writers. 


Somebody has prepared the following 
rules for the guidance of those who 
would be successful writers: 

1. Practice writing something orig- 
inal every day. 

2. Cultivate the habit of chservation. 

3. Work regularly at certain hours. 
Read no rubbish. 

Aim at the formation of style. 
Endeavor to be dramatic. 

. A great element of dramatic skill 
is selection. 

8. Avoid the sin of writing about a 
character. 

9. Never attempt to describe any 
’ kind of life except that with which you 
_are familiar. 

10. Learn as much as you can about 
Men and women. 


¢ 
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Swallowing a Farm. 

The editor of the Western Plowman 
is an out-and-out temperance man, and 
now and then hits a very hard blow. 
Here is one of his short sermons: 

‘‘ My homeless friend with the chromatic 
nose, While you are stirring up the sugar 
in that ten-cent glass of gin, let me give 
you a fact to wash down with it. ‘ou 
say you haye longed for years for the 
free, independent life of the farmer, but 
have not been able to get enough money 
together to buy a farm. But this is just 
where you are mistaken. For several 
years you have been drinking a good 
improved farm at the rate of one hun- 
dred square feet a gulp. If you doubt 
this statement, figure it out for your- 
self. An acre of land contains 43,560 
square feet. Estimating, for conven- 
ience, the land at $43.56 per acre, you 
will see that it brings the land to just 
one mill per square foot, and one cent 
for ten square feet. Now pour down the 
fiery dose and imagine you are swallow- 
ing a strawberry patch. Call in five of 
your friends and have them help you 
gulp down.that 500 foot garden. Get 
on a prolonged spree some day, and see 
how long a time it requires to swallow 
a pasture Jarge enough to feed a cow. 
Put down-that glass of gin; there’s dirt 
in it—100 square feet of good, rich dirt, 
worth $413.56 per acre.” 

os 


A Parrot Story. 


Many funny parrot stories are told, 
and here is a recent contribution to this 
variety of literature, taken from Our 
Little Men and Women: 

Mr. Brown had a “‘ bird dog,” a very 
handsome hunter, and I must tell you 
how he was spoiled for hunting; it was 
so funny a circumstance that his master 
always laughed when he told the story, 
although he was much vexed to lose so 
good a game-dog. 

His housekeeper had a parrot given to 
her, and the first time the dog came into 
the room where the bird was, he stopped 
and ‘‘pointed.” The parrot slowly 
crossed the room, and came up in front 
of the dog, and looked him square in the 
eye, and then, after a moment, said 
‘You're a rascal !”? . 

The dog was so much astonished to 
hear a bird speak that he dropped his 
tail between his legs, wheeled about 
and ran away; and from that day to this 
he has never been known to “‘ point” ata 
bird. 
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Don’t. 


Don’t say “Is that so?” when a thing 
is told you by another person. There is 
no question regarding a fact. 

Don’t anticipate a person’s speech by 
attempting to finish it yourself with an 
interruption, or even if that person 
hesitates. You may be wrong in your 
suggestion. It is very rude. 

Don’t keep repeating ‘‘ Yes”? or ‘t No” 
when receiving information. Listen at- 
tentively to the end, and then, if you 
have anything to say, say it. 

Don’t attempt to tell a story and then 
ask some one else to finish it; if you 
don’t know what you are talking about, 
keep still. 

After having read, recited or sung at 
a social gathering, don’t court praise by 
asking your friends how you performed 
your part. Sincere praise comes unso- 
licited, but solicited praise is sometimes 
questionable. 

G. D. T. 


A Paradox or Two, 

“ Which, at any given moment, is mov- 
ing forward fastest, the top of a coach- 
wheel or the bottom ?” To this apparently 
very simple question nine persons out of 
ten, asked at random, will give an incor- 
rect reply. For at first sight it appears 
evident that both the top and bottom of 
the wheel must of necessity be moving 
forward at the same rate, namely, the 
speed at which the carriage is traveling. 
But a little thought will show that this 
is far from being the case. <A point on 
the bottom of the wheel is, in fact, by the 
velocity of its own motion round the axis 
moving backwards, in an opposite direc- 
tion to that in which the carriage is pro- 
gressing, and js consequently stationary 
in space; while a point on top of the 
wheel is moving forward, with the double 
velocity of its own motion round the axis 
and the speed at which the carriage 
moves. 

The following paradox, which has giyen 
rise to much discussion, is somewhat akin 
to the preceding: ‘‘ How can a ship sail 
faster than the wind ?” 

kivery yachtsman knows that a ship can 
sail faster than the wind; that is to say, if 
the wind is blowing ten knots an hour, 
a ship may be making twelve or fifteen 
knots an hour. Now, it is obvious that 
if the ship is sailing straight before the 
wind it cannot, at the utmost, travel 
faster than the wind itself is blow- 
ing—as a matter of fact, it will travel 
much more slowly. If, on the other hand, 
the ship is sailing at an angle with the 
wind, it seems at first sight that the wind 
must act with Jess effect than before, and 
the ship in consequence sails more slowly 
still. But as a matter of fact the ship not 
only sails more quickly than before, but 
more quickly than the wind itself is blow- 
ing. ‘This is a paradox which few, even 
of those who are well acquainted by ex- 
perience with the fact, have found them- 
selves unable to explain. 

Let us consider the difficulty in the 
light of the following experiment. Place 
a ball at one side of a billiard table, and 
with the long cue held lengthwise, from 
end to end of the table, push, the ball 
across the cloth. The cue here represents 
the wind, and the ball the ship sailing di- 
rectly before it; only as there is here no 
waste of energy, which in the case of the 
wind and the ship is very great, the ball 
of course travels at the same rate of the 
cue—evidently it cannot possibly travel 
faster. Now, suppose a groove to be cut 
diagonally across the table, from one cor- 
ner pocket to the other, in which the ball 
may roll. If the ball be now placed at 
one end of the groove, and the cue held 
horizontally and moved forward as before, 
the ball will travel along the groove (and 
along the cue) in the same time as the cue 
takes to move across the table. This is 
the case of the ship sailing at an angle 
with the direction of the wind. The 
groove is considerably longer than the 
width of the table, more than double as 
long, in fact. The ball therefore travels 
much faster than the cue which impels it, 
since it covers more than double the dis- 
tance in the same time. It is in precisely 
the same manner that a tacking ship is 
enabled to sail faster than the wind. 

ee T 7 

An old soldier, noticing that his pipe 
troubled a lady, said to her: 

““They don’t smoke in your regiment, 
ma’am ?? 

“In my regiment, it is possible,” re- 
plied the lady; ‘‘but in my company, 
never.” | 
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® the “ veternary ” printer will hereafter 
ot Philately.1e print the U. S. Philatelist. 
was only a first class stand-up-to-a-case 
ALVAH DAVISON, - - Eprtor. |iob printer. 
Goon a me so! 


All communications for this department should be ad- 
dressed to the Editor, at Helmetta, New Jersey. 











. The Collector’s Ledger is now printed 

by its publishers, the March number 
being a big improvement over its pred- 
ecessors. In this is given a well. illus- 
trated article on the Eden Musee stamp 
exhibit. 


The February Stamp Collectors Figa- 
ro gives the first of its series of car- 
toons on the reprint. It is a good one 
and will no doubt serve to make collec- 
tors firmer in their stand against this 
bane of philately. 


The Texas Philatelic Journal comes 
out with an engraved cover, showing 
an angel mounting stamps in an album 
with the aid of a mucilage bottle. My, 
hut ain’t those fellows behind the age. 
Never heard of gummed hinges, eh ? 


McLean’s Stamp Collectors’ Guide, 
which was announced for February 
first, is now being hustled through by 
Pinkham, the printer. We are expect- 
ing something fine when this comes out 
and I hardly think we will be disap- 
pointed. 


R. R. Bogert & Co’.s thirteenth auction 
sale will be held at Levitt’s rooms on 
Monday, May sixth. Over two hun- 
dred lots of United States stamps are 
catalogued, including the New York, 
Providence, general issue, departments, 
envelopes and revenues with four hun- 
dred lots of foreign stamps. 


From C. B. Corwin emanates a hum- 
erous article in the April American 
Journal of Philately, on ‘‘ A Newly Dis- 
covered Local ; the label described 
being one of those attatched to Fleish- 
man’s bread. The proprietors of this 
famous bakery ought to try the‘‘ Ham- 
burgs,” as they would be a_ novelty 
and could he obtained very cheap in 
large quantities. 


The old reliable Stamp is falling 
behind of Jate. Under the old manage- 
ment this paper showed up on the first 
of the month just as regular as a board 
bill, and now the March number turned 
up the middle of April. Can’t you fellows 
’ dispel for a time your dreams of watered 
stock and big dividends, and hustle the pa- 
per out on time ? We shall miss those 
’ “ Men of Stamp, ” but now that a stock 
company is running the machine, they 
must have a care for the profit as 
well as the pleasure. 


The best method to prevent substitu- 
tion which I have seen, is to put the 
denomination and country of a stamp 
under it in ink. In a foreign sheet this 
requires a little writing, but on a sheet 
of United States stamps only the issue 
and denomination is required. Few 
persons will care to substitute when this 
method is used. 


I have known Mr. F. H. Pinkham, of 
New Market, N. H., for upwards of 
four years ; I have visited his family, 
his fine printing establishment, and 

. thought I knew all about him, but in 
the March number of the Philatelic 
Messenger it states that Mr. Pinkham, 

















In the February Hoosier Philatelist, 
““ Wanderer” makes a plea for a stand- 
ard catalogue, one which will represent 
no dealer. It is “‘a consumation devoutly 
to be wished, ” but it strikes me that it 
is too big an elephant to tackle, at least 


just now. True, we have the A. P. A. and 
two dealers’ associations, but I'll wager 


a Battleboro against a Hamburg local 
that the issuing of such a catlogue as 
would suit everybody would bankrupt 


the three of them. 





The recently established parcels post 
between this country and Mexico, is 
proving very satisfactory in its re- 
sults. It is estimated on a basis of 


the first quarter, that ahout two million 


dollars worth of merchandise will be 
forwarded through the mails to Mexico 


the first year of the treaty. Our goy- 


ernment show that they recognize the 


beneficial results of these treaties in a 
commercial sense, as they are conclud- 


ing new ones in many quarters ; that 


with the Sandwich Islands being one 


of the latest. 


“ Philately” thinks that the pub- 
lishing of the names of approval sheet 
thieves will be the means of lessening 
this evil. In a certain sense it will, 


but there are some dealers who are not 


particular as to whose names they publish, 


and in this way many innocent persons 


are held up to the public as frauds who, 
in reality, are perfectly honest. 
of stamps will occasionally get lost in 
the mails ; but some do not recognize 
that fact and publish as theives al! 
who do not return a sheet regardless 


of whether the party ever received or 


returned it. If dealers will always write 
the postmaster of the town in which 
the delinquent resides, I think the 
sheets in many instances will come 


back, or it at least this will deter the 


party from continuing such practices. 


In the April American Philatelist the 
Treasurer reports the names of ninety- 
nine members who should be dropped 
for non-payment of dues. Phew, but 
won't that make a hole in the Associa- 
tion! The dues are payable semi- 
annually in advance, and these members 
have allowed six months to roll around 
without paying up. If these names are 
dropped the official board will have a 
chance to do some more appointing as 
even officers are in the ‘‘ soup.” Here 
is an opportunity for some philanthropic 
member to organize a relief fimd for 
penniless philatelists. 


It seems to me that about one-half of 
the stamp dealers in this country don’t 
care a fig how they mount their stamps 
on sheets, as long as they are stuck 
somehow. I have received sheets which, 
to speak mildly, were a disgrace to the 
one sending them. Common _ sense 
alone ought to teach a dealer that neat- 
ness is one of the first things to be con- 
sidered. If a sheet contained only com- 
mon stamps, and yet presented a neat 
appearance it would command attention, 
while a rare sheet with stamps slapped 
on in any shape would be passed over. 
Say what you will, appearances coun 
for a good deal in this world. 


I thought he 


Oh! Frank, to have deceived 


Sheets 





In_ adopting an exchange system for 
the Philatelic Society of America, the 
March International Collector somewhat 
favors a plan proposed by Mr. S. B. 
Bradt. This plan may be a good one, 
but I notice that it requires six months 
before cash settlements can be had and 
that is the point where dissatisfaction 
occurs. Members want quick sales and 
quicker rf astra It strikes me that 
the A. P. A. system is a good one, with 
less time allowed the members for hold- 
ing the sheets. 





I notice that the members of the A. P. 
A., who circulate unused stamps on the 
sheets, have pretty generally adopted 
the plan of pasting a piece of tissue pa- 
per in the center to prevent the stamps 
from becoming soiled when the sheets 
are folded together. This plan is an 
excellent one, and the little trouble 
required in doing it, is more than paid 
for in the additional stamps removed, 
while when the sheet is returned, the 
owner does not have the mortification 
of seeing many stamps which went new, 
come back looking as though they had 
been cancelled, owing to the colors of 
other stamps (postage and _ rubber) 
having come in contact with them. . 


The Polyopticon has lately come into 
prominence as a useful instrument in the 
hands of members of Philatelic societies. 
Dr. Mitchell recently used one at a meet- 
ing of the National Society, and G. J. 
Luhn, President of the Charleston Soci- 
ety, made use of hisin exhibiting the 
difference between the rejected and com- 
mon die. This instrument is made on the 
plan of the magic lantern and sets over 
the family lamp chimney. Instead. of 
using pictures painted on glass, adver- 
tising cards, stamps or anything in that 
line can be put through, these being 
thrown on the sheet in an enlarged form 
and in their original colors. s these 
toys come very cheap, their speedy adop- 
tion by members of our societies is, 
probably, only a matter of a short time. 
They at least are worth trying, as a new 
mode of entertaining a meeting may have 
been found. 


Mr. Sachse, secretary of the imperial 
German postoffice, proposes the estab lish- 
ment jointly by the United States and 
Germany of sea postoffices on the vessels 
plying between the United States and 
German ports, which carry the mails. 
Much delay is occasioned in the prompt 
delivery of the mails, owing to the 
fact that they have to be assorted and 
distributed after being landed at the 
port of destination of the steamer. The 
suggestion is made that postal clerks, 
similar to railway mail clerks, be em- 
ployed by the two governments for the 
distrubution of the mail while crossing 
the ocean, so that when the mail ar- 
rives at the port of destination it will 
have been distributed for all the large 
distributing offices either in Germany 
or the United States. The cost of. this 
service, will be about $45,000 per 
annum, whieh, to each country, will be 
$22,500 per annum. The matter is 
now in the hands of the postmaster- 
general, who is giving it consideration. 


There are rumors of war. Rumors 
did I say ? Yes, more than that. Low 
mutterings have, at frequent intervals, 
been heard, but now, the first shot has 
heen fired and war, bloody (or blood- 
less) war has been declared and the 





armies will soon be arrayed against 
each other. Matters in the A. P. A. have 
reached a crisis ; Mr. C. B. Corwin, the 
collectors’ champion, has been appointed 
spokesman for the discontents. In the 
April Philatelic Gazette he states the 
complaint and if is a paper which every 
member of the Association should. read 
and ponder over. Some of the matters 
referred to have been ventilated in these 
columns, and Mr. Corwin, whois: out- 
spoken if any thing, deserves credit for 
speaking without fear or favor. The 
old proverb that, 


“Te is our best friend 
Who shows us our faults.” 


is well illustrated in this case, as no one 
has the interest of the A. P. A. more at 
heart than C. B. Corwin. Let us hope 
that the present agitation may be pro- 
ductive of good results. 
caitite 


NEW ISSUES. 


The Lawrence Stamp Co., of Lawrence, 
Mass., propose to publish the Essex 
County Philatelist about May first. 

The large number of Philatelic papers 
about to start out, leads me to place them 
under a separate heading. 

The American Philatelic Advertiser, 
with Frank Foster, of Denver, Colo., as 
publisher, is announced for April first. It 
will consist. of eight pages and cover. 

Rock Bottom, Mass., will be known to 
the philatelic public after April first as 
the abiding place of the Middlesex Phila- 
telist. B.R. Grant and H. G. Park, pub- 
lishers. 


S. C. Scott of the United States Phila- 
telist is in the field as secretary of a stock 
company formed for the purpose of pub- 
lishing the Stamp Collectors’ Magazine. 
They propose to publish a portrait of a 
philatelist each month and to get out a 
good sized paper. 

The Universal Philatelic Advertiser 
and Collectors Companion, is announced 
to appear shortly with the Frankford 
Stamp company as financial backers. The 
prospectus states that the circulation of 
this paper wil! be as great as all the phil- 
ateltie papers ccurbined, but as it is to be 
circulated fiee we must take this state- 
ment with a grain of allowance. The mail- 
ing of ten thousand copies as intended, 
will cost the neat little sum of one hun- 
dred dollars and bills of that denomina- 
tion do not grow on every bush, at least 
not in Jersey. 

——- - -+0e 


The Rejected Die. 


When the current issue of United 
States envelope stamps were first issued, 
a die was used in printing the two cent 
denomination which, owing to certain de- 
fects, was rejected after being in use but 
a short time, and another one differing 
in many points, was used in its stead, this 
Leing the one now in use. 





of identifica- 
die,”? meaning 


The first variety by wa. 
tion is called the “ rejecte 
the stamp printed from the die which was 
rejected. . to | 
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In the rejected die, Fig. 2, the most 
striking difference is in the ‘‘G” in ‘ pos- 
tage,” the cross-bar being omitted thus, 
making it look like a “ C.” ° 

The “I? in ‘‘ United’ in the rejected 
die is over the space between the points 
of the serrated horder, while in the com- 
mon specimen (fig 1) it points directly to 
one of the serrated points. 

In the rejected die the stars at the sides 
are rounder, owing to the points compos- 
ing them being of greater length than 
those in the common die. 

The greatest difference between the 
two dies is in the outside border; the 
points of this in the “ rejected” number- 
ing 72, while in the common die there are 
but 61. This is an infallible test for 
those who cannot distinguish the other 
points, but the differences as shown in 
the illustrations are so plain that none 
need to take the trouble of counting these 
points. 

There are other differences hetween the 
two dies, but those mentioned are the 
easiest found. ‘The rejected die has been 
found on white, amber, blue, oriental buff 
and manilla paper, but only in sizes three 
and five.—Hoosier Philatelist. 


Albums Free! 


To introduce my $10.00 package of 1,000 different good 
Stamps, I will give to every purchaser a 


+ SCOTT'S + 


International Postage Stamp Album 
FREE. 


This offer is good until June 1st, 1889. 
Approval Sheets of good Stamps sent on receipt of 
reference, 


‘ 





: = Wanted. Nopenny agents wanted. Price 
ist free. 

HENRY GREMMEL, 
85 Nassau Street, NEW YORK. 





Postage, + Revenue, Match, Medicine 


STAMPS 


4 Portuguese Indies .15 | *4 Brunswick 65 10 
6 Argentine Rep. .10 | *6 Prince Edw. Ids .35 
3 Ratan, 68, .10 | *6 Thurn & Taxis 25 
5 Guatemala, ’82 -15 | *2 Spanish Carlist 15 


Envelopes and post cards used and unused, enclose a 
2 cent stamp for sheets on approval with a promise to 
return in 7 days. 


W. J. PARRISH, 
406 Holmes Street, Kansas City, Mo. 





50 RARE, 


ST A M PS Bargain isis 06 rk nh 
COINS 


4 Foreign Coins, 10c.; 3 Confed. Notes 
10c. F. E. Thorp, Norwich, N. Y. 


Ir 


NEXCELLED SHEETS ———— 


5O Per Cent. Commission, 


Agents wanted. References required. 


UNDINE STAMP CO., 


1422 Master Street, PHILADELPHIA, 


STAMPS! STAMPS! 





4 var. Persia........09¢. | 20 var. U.S. Revennes....15¢ 
8 * Ceylon. llce.|21 “ Heligoland, unu’d, 35c 
ao *~Dhorn & Taxis dnused....2.....620542... 23¢ 


FREE—PRICE LIST —Free 


Approval sheets at 25 per ct. commission; 
erence required. COC, DREW, Box 3250, N. 


J. & F. STRAUS, 


Wholesale Dealers in 


POSTAGE STAMPS, 


$7 SENECA STREET, 
CLEVELAND, OHIO. 
Cheapest list ever issued will be mailed free to dealers. 


CHEAP SETS OF STAMPS. 


tUNUSED. 


ood ref- 
. City. 








Chili, 8 varities, - : - : 2 _ 15 
Sweden, 1872, 11 var. - E : g 06 
{Baden Land Post, 3 var. - 05 
| Bergedorf, 5 var. - 08 


tSiam, 5 var. Z 5 : " i E ‘ e = 

Ty Os WR 11 VER. som ie 6. ole sen ee 

Send for our 1889 price-list. J. C, BECKER, 
911% No. Mason St., Bloomington, Ill. 


10 Var. Unused Departments,...............--...2-.- 5Oc 
10 “ Unused and used Departments ..........-.. 10c 
56 “© Department Envelopes .....-5-2.2-s2---seenk 7c 
20 “ U.S. Adhesive 1851 to 1883, lc. to 90c. and 
BPECIALWELLY OLY +5 ...050><-acandes segs ataeeee 45¢ 
Uo. State: Uniieed:.:. 202..52.°202. 2 iE PAs 20¢ 


Postage 2c. extra on orders under 50c. 
Send for bargain listin U.S. Coins and Stamps. 


F. Ls: TALCOTT; 


408 SWAN STREET, BUFFALO, N. Y. 


BARCAINS. 





SV ar. ORI ve 7. eo a seeees con cnt eee een Oe 15 
AD! ») Janene . Sok §+ 55-2 Uke ee ae 15 
10, ©. Sweden LOsen, -. o.c. <c pa cuen daar tere eee 15 
i hs es r Oficial, . ..<sU-2-.. sents epee 15 
100”. Boreliwn. 33... m.cet. see eee ae 15 
200 ‘* OG ioc ian anh eipens cas agate eee 45 
300 “ lee PED Seg PP «Pi eee SS SIP on 1.50 

5O+. epee} 2251.34 - a eas 2 ces eee 40 
1 “Wear GOINDLOUOS fs << an onoas ever meunreneee -15 
410" Interior, complete... ...c<... 7... -Jsceccsstes et 
110.-**. Post, Office, complote,...-.-..-2...2..6-. 2800 1.75 
* & ©. Bxeontive Complew...~..-3.-scneks we ese= 9.75 
tll “ State, lc. to 90c donde ace siwee sea 4.75 
+B. « Sustideed, 2, $24, 6,00, 12.2 .sekevc cane. tee 1,30 
17 “Wavy, 1,0; o) Upcl0, 12, 1B, c 5. ee eee 1.70 
+6 “ “<Agriculture, 1, 2, 3, 6, 15,30... .-. sts 2.00 

f Unused. 


Choice approval sheets at 30 per cent. discount from 
Scott. Raferences required from all except A. P. A. 
and C. P. A. members. 

100 varieties of stamps given Free to all sending for 
my choice approval sheets. Give reference and state 
number in your collection. 


AGENTS WANTED. 


W. F. DENT, 


No. 192 South Division Street. 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 










2 


yANOEY 
GRAV 


SEND FOR 
ILLUSTRATEDCATALOGUE 





LA 


it 
NG ())_ F. SHEFFIELD, 


MANAGER, 


AND 


PRICE LIST. 





atural History Notes. 


Contributions to this department are solicited from 
allreaders, Questions will be answered by competent 
authorities. 


Ants not only recognize one another 
after separation for more than a year, 
but there are evidences of strong affec- 
tion between them. After keeping one 
nest of ants for seven years, Sir John 
Lubbock had still two survivors, and 
this pair finally died within a week of 
each other, after living together two 
years longer. The shock produced by 
the loss of her companion was the only 
apparent cause of the death of the last 
member of this remarkable colony. 
a ils bike 

A wealthy New York lady has filled 
one room with all the variety of nests 
common to our American birds. She has 
a number of nests sent her from foreign 
countries, her hobby being widely known 
among her friends. The room is as 
pretty as it is strange, and it is a 
study. The walls are covered with 
French blue paper, having delicate vines 
of white, and on them, in all directions, 
hang nests of all sorts and _ varieties. 
Some are filled with eggs, others are 
arranged on the twig on which they 
were found. 
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The human race is not the only one 
that has the privilege of furnishing cen- 
tenarians. There are several birds that 
have the pretension to easily reach the 
age that Mr. Chevreul has attained. 
Among the candidates for the prize of 
longevity, says the Eleveur, must be 
cited the eagle, the swan, and the raven, 
which live for over a century. The 
parro-puet, as well as the heron, is con- 
tent to become a sexagenarian. The 
sparrowhawk lives to the age of forty, 
which is the age likewise reached by the 
duck and pelican. The peafowl lives 
to be twenty-five, the pigeon twenty, 
the crane twenty-four, the linnet twen- 
ty-five, the goldlinch fifteen, the lark 
thirteen, the black-headed warbler fif- 
teen, the blackbird twelve, the canary 
bird twenty-fow, the pheasant fifteen, 
the thrush ten, the domestic cock ten, 
the red-throat twelve, and the wren 
three. 


+o+ 

It is a fact not generally known, says 
W. L. Wilder, in Science, that if one 
holds his breath, wasps, bees and hornets 
can be handled with impunity. The 
skin becomes sting-proof, and, holding 
the insect by the feet and giving her full 
liberty of action, you can see her drive 
her weapon against the impenetrable 
surface with a force that lifts her body 
with ‘every stroke; but let the smallest 
quantity of air escape from the lungs 
and the sting will penetrate at once. 
I have never seen an exception to this in 
twenty-five years’ observation. I have 
taught young ladies, with very delicate 
hands, to astonish their friends by the 
performance of this feat, and I saw one 
so severely stung as to require the ser- 
vices of a physician, through laughing 
at a witty remark of hér sister, forget- 
ting that laughing required breath. For 
a theory in explanation I am led to be- 
lieve that holding the breath partially 
closes the pores of the skin. My exper- 
iments in that direction have not been 
exact enough to be of any scientific 
value, but | am satisfied that it very sen- 
sibly affects the amount of insensible 
perspiration. 


- PLAIN TALK - 








HORTHAND PUPILS and ACENTS Wanted. 
ituatio,.s; big pay. C.W. LOOMIS. Agt., Waterbury, Ct. 


Hidden Name and Motto Cards, Pictures, Pussles, Goes, tricks [a 
Magic, one pack of Escort Cards, and large Sample Book of genuine Carda, 
(not pictures.) All for « 2 cont stamp. Card Co,. Cadia, Obie 








FREER ce Fine Cards. Send Stam 
World Card Co.,71 Green St., Cin. O, 





ai meme. Name on 25 Plush & Fringed Floral Cards, 3 
eg ps Rings, 1 Album, 425 Pictures, &c., 1 Pencil & Pen 
= G - & Agt’s outfit, 10c, Ivy Card Co., Clintonville, Ct. 


JOB PRINTINC. 


100 Envelopes or Note Heads, 30c. by mail. 500 4x7 
Circulars, post-paid, 75c. 


EACLE JOB PRINT, Butler, O. 
















Your name on this useful article for 
{7 marking linen, books, cards, etc., 25c. 
(7 Agents sample, 20c. Club of six, $1.00. 
7 Race Stamp Works, New Haven, Conn. 


CHEAP READINC. 


In order to dispose of a large stock of literary papers 
magazines, amateur and philatelic papers, we will sen 
prepaid a large bundle to any address for only 10 cents. 
Send now and have something entertaining to read. 


Address : 









E. D. MELVILLE, 


610 MORTON AVE., CHESTER, PA. 





E will send you on receipt of 10 
/ cents in silver, a Rubber Stamp 
with your initial, including a 
pad and a bottle of red indelible 
for marking Silk, Linen, etc. 
‘Agents Wanted. Send 25 cents 
for large catalague and discount 
list. None free. 


AUG. BEHN, Mfr, South Amboy, N. J. 
CARD AND JOB PRINTINC. 


100 XX No. 6 Envelopes, or 100 Note Heads, printed 
to order for 35 cents. 100 of each for 60 cents. 

Your name and address, and a beautiful colored elec- 
troplate design, printed on one pack of ftinacards of any 
of the following kinds, for 10 cents: Masonic, Odd 
Fellows, Grand Army, Knights of Pythias, Good Tem- 
plars, Fireman, American Mechanics, Knight Templar 
Sons of Veterans, Bicyclist, Railroal Men, Knights of 
Labor, Patriarch Militant, Base Ball and Red Men. 


W. D. WINTERS, Box 126, Good Hope, 0. 


FREE READING! 
PLL TELL YOU HOW foci tor p stage, ote, 


and I will send you by mail a large package of best 
reading ma ter of all kinds, Stories, Fun, etc. Special 
rates on large orders. 

















Address: 
Thousands of Books, Papers, Samples, 
Catalogues, Cards, Pietures, ete., by 
mail, by sending us 10 CENTS (silver) 


1. LEWIN, 2273 Ist Ave., N. Y. City. 
and having your Agents’ Register, 


F R E E name inserted in the 


which is sent whirling all over the United States, to 
manufacturers, publishers, card and picture companies, 
ete., and they will send you their samples. Everybody 
well pleased with their small investment. Remember 
only fo CENTS. Sendatonce. Address, 

EDWARD VAIL, MADISON, IND., Box 246. 


safeties POSTAGE STAMP 
PHOTOGRAPHS. 


A correct image of yourself 
or any other article in postage 
tamp form, They are also 
summed and perforated. 
100 for $1.50. 

Send 2c. stamp for sample 
* and illustrated circulars. Ad- 
edress H. A. HYATT, 
*N. E. Cor. 8th & Locust Sts., 
St. Louis, Mo, 

















PAT. JULY 12, ‘87 





EVERY NOW AND THEN 


You will receive free in the mails, sample papers, mag- 
azines, etc., if you send us 10 cents in silver, or 12 
cents in stamps, and have your name and address in- 
serted in our PEOPLES’ and AGENTS’ DIREC- 
TORY which goes to publishers and advertisers every- 
where. To every one who sends as above, and men- 
tions PLAIN TALK, we will at once mail FREE, an 
elegant book, containing a list of popular songs; the 
interpretation of Dreams pores, and the Science 
of Palmistry. (Valuable to everybody.) The above 
1a worth dollars to every one. We have been established 
12 years. Address, 


‘S. M. BOWLES, Bennington Vt.’ 


{DOES THE WIND WHISTLE THROUGH 





YOUR WHISKERS ? 


IF IT DOES, THEN THIS IS NOT 


es 














4 ABS 
adornment, you 
should send for one of my moustaches or goatees—or 
both. Cannot be told from the genuine production of 
nature. Just the proper thing for a little harmless mas- 
p sagieree ny hs bee constantly you are made solid with all 
the girls. State color desired—brown, black or red. 


But if you feel the need of hirsute 


Moustache (superior), 12c. Goatee, 8e. 


E. VAN SCHAACK, 
61% Patchen Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


False Moustache and illustrated catalogue suly 10c.; 3 

for 25c. THURBER & Co., Bay Shore, N. Y. 

i ADY Agents $10 a day SURE, new rubber undergar- 
ment. Mrs. H. F, LITTLE, Chicago, Il. 


PHOTOS. Lovely Sampies FREE. Sena stamp to 
































A. B. WARFEL, Photographer, CADIZ 
YSTERY Calendar—only 12 Nos. yet tells any day 
in 1889. Goes under 2d hand of watch. 10ce. silver. 
U. G. BATES, Blue Point, N. Y. 
Adventure stories by Ellis, Otis & 
Kingston. 4 weeks for 10¢ silver. 
mes (5 (O10 KN, DAWN, Detroit, Mich 
ZINES Story and comic papers, 10c. a pouna, 
by mail. Money refunded if not satis- 
fied. Press, Box 3259, New York City. 
SOMETHING TO READ. We send a Big Pack- 
age of Magazines, Story Papers, Illustrated 
Journals, ete., for only lbe. or 3 packages, no 2 alike, for 
40c., postpaid. GOODSPEKD NEWS AGENCY, DWIGHT. ILL, 
DETECTIVE STORIES, 32 PAGE SONG 
BOOK, BIG PACKAGE SAMPLES, i Oc 
‘ ey al . . 
Box 334, Passumpsic, yr. 
HORT HAND —Send 10 Cents for Full Set Self- 
~ ® Teaching Short-Hand Lessons. 
HE HAVEN COLLEGE, 

1322 Cheatnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa., U.S. A. 
Would you like to travelall 
over the country, visit all the 

quaiupyndajuaiinezanmptizinnnanas eee. An cee aaa 
thing worth secing and talking about? If so be # drummer, or com- 
mercial traveler, The DRUMMER is a power in the land. Millions of 
dollars worth ef goods are sold annually by the DRUMMER, Thousands of 
men and women make large sums of money ag Commercial Travelers; 
$20,000 A YEAR and all EXPENSES aro paid to many first-class drummers, 
and asalary of $5,000 a yoar and all expenses is not considered big pay by the 
ordinarily good traveling salesman. ($20,000 » year moans $400 a week and ie 
jst double the salary of the Vice-President of the United States.) Any in- 
telligent, shrewd young man may become a successful DRUMMER if hestar » 
right, Our wonderful new book, ‘A MAN OF SAMPLES,” gives just the 
information needed, not only as to bow to start right, but how toGO AMBAD. 
Ittells all about the men to be met while “on the road.” It isfull of keen 
business points from the pen of « successful merchant (Mr, Wm, H, Maher), 
who has not only beeu “on the road” but has been bookkeeper, buyer and head 
of house doing a large trade, and is now considered A MILLIONAIRE. He 
knows and tells all the tricks and manners and gossips of thedrummer, The 
book opens up many business secrets and devotes a special chapter to the gon- 
sideration of “ Smart Alecks” as viewed from the drummer's standpomt, 
E ery young man who expects or desires to be successful should read this 
book. Old traveling men, on the road for years, can get information worth 
hundreds and thousands of dollars from “A MAN OF SAMPLES.” and 
those who don’t want ** information” or ** instruction” will be glad tocompare 
the author's experiences with their own, and rejoice that som» one hasso ably 
shown the ups and dewns of the universal and untiring drummer, Sent post 
paid fer only 350 or 750 in cloth. Bend 2c stamps,or postalnete Address, 
F. L. HODGDON, 12 Perkins Ave., Hyde Park, Mass. 
—_—_——————E——————————— 
EVERYTHING Coes! 
We have on hand about one hundred of 
those well-known 
GASKELL’S COMPENDIUMS 
that we want to getrid of 
AT 25 CENTS EAacu. 
Everybody knows that GAsKELL’s COMPLETE 
COMPENDIUM OF PENMANSHIP is the only maerect 
system of self-teaching that really does y It 


contains models for practice in Business Writing, 
Ladies’ Penmanship, Ornamental Work, Artistic 
Pen Sketching, &c., all enclosed in a neat and 
handsome case. 


The Publisher’s Price is $1.00, Ours, 25 vents, 
MYERS & CO., 


61g PATCHEN AVE., BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Puzziedom. 





ConpuctrepD By ‘*Fisco.” 


Address all communications pertaining to this De- 
partment to KpGAR D. MELVILLE, Puzzle Editor PLAIN 
ALK, 924 Upland Street, Chester, Pa, 


— 


Answers to Last Month’s Puzzles. 
No. 1: 
J Ny 
A 
AG 


L 


Ne. 2:: 
1. Baltimore. 
2. Washington. 
3. Reading. 
4, Boston. 


No.'3* 
N.1L.O 
IRON 


COLD 
ENDS 


—-— 0% 
New Puzzles. 


No. 1: PIED CITIES. 


Chroteres. 
Wntostopt. 
Esawns. 
Cehaden. 


No. 2: 


MEKE. 


DIAMOND. 


. A letter. 
. A girl’s name. 
A fund. 
A placard. 
A letter. 
SQUARE. 
A snare. 
Pertaining to music. 
A Latin word. 
A fruit. 


PRIZES. 
For the first complete list of answers, 


25 cents. For the first incomplete list, 10 
cents. Only subscribers can compete. 


2 
3. 
4, 


~ 


ov. 


FIsco. 


- 


Mystic. 


PALAVER. 


To solve and compose puzzles is cer- 
tainly an interesting and _ instructive 
pastime. They help sharpen your wits 
and improve your intellect. Let us hear 
from you, friend puzzlers, 

FIsco. 


‘ 


* PLAIN TALK - 


at Exchanges.1e 


Exchange notices are inserted free of charge, but it 
must be understood that we can take no responsibility 
concerning exchanges effected by means of this depart- 
ment, neither will the reliability of exchangers be guar- 
anteed. To avoid any misunderstanding in the matter, 
it would be advisable for those contemplating exchang- 
ing to write for particulars to the addresses before send- 
ing the articles desired. Notices must be plainly and 
concisely written and on one side of the paper only. 
Send as often as you please, but not more than one no- 
tice for asingleissue. Notices of more than 40 words not 
inserted. ree to subscribers only. 

















Have got Golden Days to exchange for Indian relics 
or books, MYLO E. RYAN, Rouses Point, N. Y. 46 

Will exchange volumes of the Youths’ Companion for 
books, write first to C, A. F., Box 1488, Springfield, 
Mass. 


Three good arrow heads or one spear head for a silver 
ew between 1840 and 1870. G. U. DuER, Millersburg, 
0. 


Rudge Coventry rotary tandem tricycle, all nickel- 
lated, for a gasoline launch. GRO. A. RITTINGER, 83 
Hast 10th St., New York City. 55 
Will send the Great Smoke Trick for a dime between 

1850 and 1870. Send for list of Magic Secrets. CHAS8, 
ADAMS, Box P, Salt Lake City, Utah, 47. 


Have Nos. of the Boys ‘‘ Home Library,” books 
bound in cloth by Optic and other authors to sell or ex- 
change. Send for list, J. R. K., 447 Elk Street, Albany, 
N.Y. 55 


125 mixed foreign stamps for every 100 square cut 
envelope stamps. 75 mixed foreign stamps for 50 3c. 
or 65 4 and 5c. U.S. stamps. E. A. RIDENOUR, Wood- 
hull, IL, 55 


I have a Rival Scroll Saw and Lathe, also, S. & W. 
Double Action Revolver to exchange or will sell cheap 
for cash. Want Electric Medical Battery. B. MICKEL, 
Oswego, N. Y. 47. 

Seventy-five cents worth of foreign stamps for an un- 
used 7-cent War Department. $1.25 worth for a used 
or unused 24-cent Treasury Department. One of each 
wanted. Writefirst. E. A. RIDENOUR, Woodhull, IL. 


Will exchange a single-narrel shot-gun, 7-shot revol- 
ver, and a two-bladed horn handle pocket knife (total 
value $12), for cloth bound books, rare postage stamps, 
or for self-inking printing press. WM. SUTHERLAND, 
Viola, N. Y- 49 


40 Ancient Indian arrowheads, 1 grooved ax, 1 ham- 
mer stone, 6 fragments mound builders pottery, lot 
valued at $5.00 for best offer in cloth bound books, 
novel, history or archeology. Address, A. E, GAREY, 
Box 26, Easton, Md. 55 


If you want a dog for a pet, hunter or watch dog, get 
a Cooker Spaniel. They are handsome, intelligent and 
not expensive. For sale at Mount Waite Kennel, So. 
Framingham. Address, O. B, GILMAN, 40 Boylston 
Street, Boston, Mass. 55 


Have afine collection of curiosities and crystallized 
minerals and ores—150 specimens—valued at $35.00. 
Will exchange for a double breech-loader of some good 
make. Send description of gun and receive list of spec- 
imens. JNO. S. JEFFERIES, 13th and Forrest Sts., Wil- 
mington, Del, 45 


To rent, sea shore cottage, furnished, near the rail- 
road. Healthy location, mineral spring on grounds, 
possessing healing virtue. Also asmall farm to rent 
near the sea, early land. Female grey squirrel wanted. 
Healthy, tame and kind. Address, with stamp, H., 

36, Wells, Maine. 55 
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LANTERNS & Views 
For Sale and Wanted. 
Music Boxes, Organettes, Pho- 
0. Outfts. STEAM ENGINES, 
Electric Mechanical Novelties, &-c, Oatalogues Free. 





HAERBAOH & O©0., 809 Filbert 8t., Philada., Pa 
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ONLY A 14 PER M. 


We have Twenty Thousand Agents’ Names and Ad- 


dresses left out of a lot of abont One Hundred Thou- 

sand collected during the previous season, They are 
| Just the kind Dealers in A gents’ Goods want to send Cir- 
culars and Samples to. Write quick if you want them, 
| They will sell fast at 25c. per 1,000. Cut this adv 
| out and paste it in your hat; it may not appear again. 


MYERS & CO., 


6142 PATCHEN AVE., BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


The Standard Thermometer 








A Reliable and Accurate Instrument. 
‘QOTMATIAT OPPdy, 20) AQ aes L0J 





Three Sizes, 4 in., 6 in. and 8 in., $2.50 each. 
FOR CIRCULARS ADDRESS: 


STANDARD THERMOMETER Co.,, 


PEABODY, MASS, 














Reece hi uot the Coat 
VNB SE inci akestieman 


BUY NO MORE READY-MADF PANTS. Send 6c. 
for New Fall Samples, light or heavy welght, 
make selections, take your measure by our simple 
rules and order a pair of our 


Celebrated $3 Custom-Made Pants. 
Sent by mail or 





or finer goods if you desire. 

express. ' 
pair of Pant Stretchers will be given to each 

purchaser if mention is made of this paper. 


Coats, $8, Vests, $2.25, to match Pants, 
Full Suit, $13.25 to $30.00, 


We also make to order 
Ladies’ Tailor Made Garments, 
on the same basis of popular prices. 


Send 6 cents for samples, rules for measuring 
and fashion plate of Jackets, Ulsters, &c., varying 
In price from $8.00 upwards. 


BAY STATE PANTS CoO., 
84 HAWLEY ST., 


BOSTON, MASS. 





Domestic Sewing Machine Company 


Cor. Broadway & 14th St., (Union Square,) New York. 


IP TTR Oe eR NT 





Salesroom: Broadway & 








~ 


Designing, Stamping, Braiding, Embroidery, Knitting Silk. Material 


for all kinds of Fancy Needle Work. Filloselle and Wash Silks. 


Fine Hand Embroideries. 
Glove Cases. 
Dress and Folding Skirt 


Large variety of Mouchoir and 
Stitching to order on all materials. 


Forms. Trimmed 


and Untrimmed Baskets. 


In our GLOVE Department 








there will be found Kid and Fabrick Gloves of the finest 
quality, prominent among which are the famous ‘* Salon ’’ Kid, every pair guaranteed, 


Buy the Light | Running Domestic, 


The most desirable for all general purposes. 








9% 
€ 


14th 


St., (Union Square,) N. Y. 
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--PLAIN}TALK - - 








A PAIR FROM JOHN G. SAXE 


NEVER TOO LATE TO MEND. 
“ Here, wife,” said Will, ‘I pray you devote 
Just half a minute to mend this coat, 
Which a nail has chanced to rend.” 
“?’Tis ten o'clock!” said his drowsy mate. 
“T know,” said Will, “it is rather late; 
But ’tis never too late to mend.” 
KISSING CASUISTRY. 
When Sarah Jane, the moral miss, 
Declares ’tis very wrong to kiss, 
I’ll bet a shilling I see through it; 
The damsel, fairly understood, 
Feels just as any Christian should— 
She'd rather suffer wrong than do it. 


= ++ 


THE MYSTERIOUS MYSTERY. 


PRESENT AGE, 








A ROMANCE OF THE 





ABNER SPOOKS. 
CHAPTER I. 


BY 





T was night, grim and 
terrible—night with 
all its blackness. It 
was black as a bottle 
of ink in a barrel of 
pitch at the bottom 





é 7 of a well. It was 

fe oe —- black as the three 
7 black crows which 

See sat on a tree. The 

\ \ golden sun had long 


since gone far over the heaving billows of 
the dark Pacific, to illuminate with its 
radiant beams that far distant land—the 
land of the tea-growing, kite-flying, pig- 
tail-wearing celestials. It seemed that 
the moon had gone to inquire the way to 
somewhere, for in the place where the 
moon ought to be there was nothing but 
blackness. There was no light to be 
seen. No sun, no moon, no stars, no 
beacon fire on the hill, no gaslight in the 
street, no kerosene lamp, no tallow can- 
dle,—nothing but blackness. 

Along the now quiet street of a busy 
town, with a solemn, slow, and measured 
tread, a tread that echoed and re-echoed 
through the darkness of that silent street, 
ee a—something. Whether it was 
3arnum’s famous ‘*What is it?” or the 
ghost of Blue Beard of old, or the afore- 
mentioned man of the moon, clothed in 
darkness, proceeding on his journey of 
inquiry, it was not to be determined. 

But list! it groans ‘‘O Louisa Lewetta 
Lavina; Louisa Lewetta Lavina.” Ah! 
the mystery is solved. It is not the luna 
man descended from that bright sphere ; 
it is not the ‘‘ What is it?” it is not the 
ghost; it is a human fellow creature. 
How beautifully has the poet pictured our 
feelings as he breaks forth with, 

* Little Bo-peep has lost his sheep, 
And don’t know where to tind them, 
Let thei alone,” ete., ete. 

But now, kind reader, be pleased to 
pardon this digression, and we will be- 
gin to proceed to continue. The human 
fellow creature ambled along in the dark- 
ness at an alarming rate, ambled along 
rapidly in spite of snow, ice, and mud, 
and green grass, and beautiful flowers. 
Perhaps he would have traveled on until 
the present time, had he not come in con- 
tact with a friendly hitching post that 
grew by the roadside. As he came in 
contact with this he stopped suddenly, 
and commenced swinging his arms about 
him in a manner that indicated a great 
mental struggle. ‘‘ ll do it!” he ex- 
claimed, ‘‘I will, I will. Every man to 
to his post should be the watchword. 
I'll do anything to serve my country,” 
and with these noble words the human 
fellow creature climbed up the hitching 

ost and began to swing his feet, and 
eaving him to this intellectual employ- 
ment we will now turn our attention to 


CHAPTER ITI. 


EFLFOFUM, king of 
the Sandwich Islands, 
sat on his throne of 
clam shells, eating 
vickled oysters; but 
ittle thought he that 
in the far distant land 
of America there was 
a human fellow crea- 
ture sitting on a hitech- 
ing post. ~ 

Away on the sandy 
desert of Sahara was a traveling cara- 
van. For many a long, weary day they 
had been journeying on; they had 
seen the sun rise smoking hot from the 
sand in the East; they had seen him 
sailing majestically across the heavens, 
scorching them with his intensest, fierc- 
est, hottest rays. They had seen him 
sinking like a ball of fire into the burn- 
ing sand afar to the West; yet little 
thought they that Fe Fi Fo Fum, king 
of the Sandwich Islands, was sitting on 
his throne of clam shells, eating pickled 
oysters. 

There was a quiet home in New Eng- 
land. And think not, gentle reader, that 
this is an imaginary sketch, for scat- 
tered over the hills and nestled in the 
valleys of beautiful New England are 
thousands of homes with just as much 
of romance and reality as this. Around 
the broad hearth in the old-fashioned 
kitchen sat a family group. Without, the 
bitter cold wind went howling, shrieking 
by, chanting a wild dirge among the 
loosened boards on the pig pen, sighing 
mournfully among the ghostly hemlocks 
in the tangled forest like the spirit of 
some departed demon. But in this low- 
roofed farm house all was quiet. The 
merry fire danced and crackled in the old- 
fashioned fire-plaec. throwing out its 
tongues of flame as the blast came howl- 
ing down the huge chimney. By the 
hearth sat the aged grandmother; the 
frost of between eighty winters had fallen 
upon her head, changing those onee lux- 
uriant tresses into silver white; while at 
her feet, busy with its playthings, sat the 
prattling child. At the table stoed a 
red-headed girl, with a freckled face and 
a pug nose making pumpkin pies; but 
little thought the red-headed girl with 
the pug nose that far out on the sandy 
desert of Sahara there was a traveling 
caravan, 

But no matter how pleasant the subject 
may be, and no matter of pleasant recol- 
lections how many soever there may be 
that cluster around red-headed girls with 
pug noses, our space and the readers pa- 
tience will not permit us to linger long 
on this charming scene, so we will hurry 
on to a 





CHAPTER IIT. 


LL of a sudden the 
human fellow erea- 
ture continued to 
sit on the hitching 
ost where we left 
iim. When the old 
clock in the steeple 
announced the 
hour of eleven, he 
counted the strokes 
and, after wildly 
beating the hiteh- 

ing post with his new boots, gave vent 





to his feelings in an audible groan. Then 
he kept continuing to sit. It seemed 


ages to wait, but at last the old clock 
tolled out the midnight hour. When 
the sound of the last stroke died away in 
the distance the human fellow creature 


HINTS ON INSECT COLLECTING, 10c. by mail. 
A book pprreved by the fuees Association. 
GEO. H. RICHMOND, 210 Ninth St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


oO N e G E N T Buys a postal on which 
Se ee 


to send us your address 
mail our 


and receive by return 
a ) amphlet, “How to get Correspondence for 
Fun, Self-Improvement and Matrimony.” Address: 
THE P. C. AGENCY, Al, Berrien Springs, Mich. 
FREE You will receive hundreds of Samples, 
Catalogues, Papers, Magazines, etc., by 
sending 10c silver to have your name and address 
inserted in the Old Reliable Agents’ Directory, 
which goes to firms all over the U.S. A copy ot 
Direstory sent to each name. Mention this paper, 
A. B. GOODSPEED, Pub., Dwight, Th 


ACENTS WANTED. 


Our Agents Make $100 to $300 a Month, 


Selling our goods on their merits. We want county and 
General Agents, and will take back all goods unsold if a 
County Agent fails to clear $100 and expenses after a 30 
days’ trial, or a General Agent less than $250. We will 
send large illustrated circulars and letters witha special 
offer to suit territory applied for,on receipt of 5 one-cent 
stamps. Apply at once and get it on the boom. Address 


HOME MANUFACTURING CO. 
tuxcelsior Bld’g, 6th Av. and Grant St., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


CURE": DEAF 














= cx’s Patent Improvep CusHiong® 
Ean Drums Perfectly Restore the 
Hearing, whether the deafness is caused 
by colds, fevers or injuries to the natural 
drmns. Invisible, comfortable, always 
in position, Music, conversation, whis- 
pers heard distinctly. We refer to those 
usingthem, Write to F HISCOX, 853 
Broadway, cor. I4th St., New York, for 
illustrated buok of proufs, FREE, 












The celebrated *- Yacht Club,” 

, With its improved sliding cover, 

“ams UNSUDUSsl as to purity and 

strength of tone, in any key, 25 cts., post-paid. Send 
for catalogue. 


Strongest in the World. 

, Fischer's celebrated, 8 for 

= ummmmumemmm=es 1) ()() () tS. cach. Russian 

Gut Strings, the finest made, 25 cts. each. Music 

Books and Strings for all Instruments. Best assort- 

ment and lowest prices in America, Catalogue free, Be- 
fore purchasing anything in the music line, write to 


R. F. FISCHER, 


264 Sedgwick Street, Chicago, Ill. 





VALUABLE BOOKS 


CIVEN AWAY 


To all persons sending 35 cents for a year's subscrip- 
tion toTHE HOOSIER PHILATELIST, (a 16-page 
illustrated Magazine for Stamp Collectors), we wil 


Present with a Book that is worth 
from 25ce. to 60¢. 


Send postal card for full particulars and sample copy, 
AGENTS WANTED 
to take subscriptions. Terms very reasonable. 
THE HOOSIER PHILATELIST, 
HANOVER CENTRE, 
INDIANA, U. S. A. 





THE YOUNG NATURALIST’S. 
[a 





————_——_ 
A choice specimen of anything 00 this lst will be sent post-pard for 3 CIM, or we will een® 
Gee entire cobection, 45 specimens, packed in & beat wooden box post paid FOR ONL YOS CTS. 










2 Tooth. lodinn River, Fla. 
2 nd’ tatoo Algua, ens 's Vineyard | 30 emer Stem, Gumberland Biver, Tem» 
3 25 vm. nin Come 31 Cario 8 Bahamas 
4 Bum Shell, Nassa. 32 Wood, Sovoma Co., Cala 
5 Stactah, Orgs Cod, SR 33 “Electric” Stone, Jal. Co., N. 
6 Bark from Cork-Trea, M4 Sand Shark Egg, Atlantic 
7 “Big Treo” Bark, Cala 35 Flexible Coral ( Meliteo), Tongs lales 
6 Band Dollar, Casco Bay, Me 36 Limpet, Bahamas 
® Chinese Coin 37 Bloodytooth Noman 
10 Tusk wit pean ac 
or Deor, Bahamas 
1 Gren eer $0 Native Ladactone,. Magsat Cove, Acs 
“ 41 Olive Shell, Zansibar 
14 Oppree EL 42 6 Guines Peas, Bahamas 
15 Bed Sea Bean, Bahamas oie 
Gray See Bean, Neman, Babamas 
17 Brovn banded Bee Bean, Dahsmas 13 hace o fie Cth de Bye 
Serew Semoss 
{9 Branch Welenas —PUT OF AND For Gane oT 
2 go FRANK H. LATTIN 
22 Rose Coral, Publisher of “THE OOLO@. 
23 Quarts Kner Peres ach Wholesale and Retad Dealer im 
M Gea Urehio, A Specimens. 
8 Gong ene oe ~ Publications br the Masco 
Pisk Coral, skew 
SF laalon Pottery, Orteses Os. 3 ¥. 
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FLASHAWAY FO 
FREE |—<< cll $2.50 


Simplest and cheapest pen made, writes 40,000 words with ant 
re one fillin ve “© 3 

_— “arene rubber, good size to carryin the pocket, with golden pen alwave ready for | Ay sph poet a: i say Mee 
bd iiiucrtotianen. Brory perets allan MeO ete, tees Sith esate abort cae Te LUntRAie 
2 5 x us cts, for athree months subscription tothe ILLUS 
iadmindio rane ‘i recel vo HPRR HC be jag re Fountain Pen complete. The finutvecod Saiipa mien 

r age p u short stories, serials, witandhumor a first-c! y r 
the Flashaway Fountain Pen complete and the Iilustrated Com Suton ae ‘ah for OD eter This ies 
Special offer, Write to-day. THE ILLUSTRATED COMV ANION, 111 Nassau Street, New York. 


, caren ot F LOWER SEEDS FREE! 


: 
Almost 300 Varieties. Tolzectt aut nent offer ever 
edand 
reliable yostishing house! THE ILLUSTRATED COMPANION ig o 
, Mammoth 16 page, 64column illustrated paper for ladiesand the family eircle. 
It is devoted to Scories, Ludies’ Faney Work, artistic needle-work, home decora_ 
rernrk: tion, housekeeping, fashions Juvenile reading, etc. We want 100,000 ladies te 
: give this elegant paper a trial, because we know that a very large proportiin of 
this ob them will like it so wellthat they will become permanent eubscribers. With 
: 8 objectin view we BIG OFFE Upon receipt ofonly TEN CENTS 
ew makethe following * in Silver or Stamps, we will send 
the ILLUSTRATED COMPANION for three months, and toeach sub- 


15™ 
UNTAIN. GOLDEN PEN. 


Old Price 


descended from his perch on the hitch- 
ing post, and mieneflty passed along the 
street. There was a faint light twink- 
ling in a window, and over the fence he 
went, across the yard and up the steps. 
There was a door at which he knocked 
gently. <A grating sound was heard, as 
of bolts being withdrawn; the door was 
opened ; a bright light flashed out, show- 
ing the human fellow creature to be a 
young man. He stepped within; the 
door was closed instantly; a sharp re- 
port; a half smothered scream; and 
blackness closed over the scene. And 
thus the plot deepened. 


; GHAPTER IV. 
HE clouds had drifted 




























away. The golden scriber we will also se 
j nd FREE and post-paid, a large and magnifi- 
moon had come up cent collection of Choice Flower Seeds, almost three hundred varieties, including pansi=s, Ver- 
behind he ito ’ benas, Chrysanthemums, Asters, Phlox, Drummondii, Balsam, Cypress Vines. Digitalis.ete.etc. Remember TKN 
ye Hine the eastern cents pays for the paper three months and this entire magnificentcoliection of Choice Flower Seeds, put up by a first 
hills and was rol lin o class Seed House and warranted fresh andreliable, No lady can afford to miss this wonderful opportunity We 
: me Ar . i 5 guarantee every subscriber many times the value of money sent, and will refund your money and make you a present 
in silent majesty of both seeds and paper if you are not entirely satisfied. Ours isan old established and reliable publishing house 
ACTOSS the sk V The endorsed by leading newspapers tbronghout . 8. Do not confonnd this offer with the catchpenny scemes of unseru . 
kd le . . ulous persons. Write to-day, Don't putitoff Six sub- E N C Pub 91 An 4 
little stars, dimmed soelptlous and glx scedcollectieus sent for Fifty Cents, a4> av ab0D VO, ’ n St.N, Y. 
bythe brighter iat, | -—_ ___ —_ _ | So. LL, SOE Eee — Sao 
: . Y > cared 
XK =p? ae were winking sleepily 
- in the ethereal Brac. 3 
All nature slept. The corn ; 3 
N . We willgive away one thousand Stem Winding and 


fields in the meadow, the 
sheep on the hill, the tadpoles 
in the pond, all, all reposed. 
The clouds had gone from the 
sky, and the clouds had gone 
from the hearts of our hero 
-and heroine. A window was 


Stem Setting Watches freetothose who willassist us in 
procuring new subscribers to the NOOK AND COR. 
x CR. ‘ We me eee oan - free to subscribers oneot our 
.American Stem Winders and Stem Setters, 
A The NOOK AND CORNER is a well-known bitorery 
and family paper, and one of the most pupular home papers 
peated to-day. Elegantly printed and is handsomely 
llustrated. Itacontributors are among the best. Every 
yearitisour custom to giveaway some elevantpremium, 
worthin itselfmany timesthe subscription price of the 


“aise Dar ee a NOOK AND CORNER in order to secure new s8ub- 
raised. i] wo loving faces scribers, well knowing that once s stbectiber yoa wiltals 
peered out into the moon- ways remain with us, Wewant100,000new subscribers at 

‘ . P ete PCA ; ae once, and we want you toassiet usin securingthem, This 
light ; two music al voices murmur in year we offer this Klegaunt Premium Free, It has 


Hunting Cases Beautifully Engraved, and tn 
Z@ appearance ls similartoa Solid Gold Watch Cost- 
Zing S100. Eachone is carefully inspected, regulated 
and tested before leaving the factory. 

How to get the American Stem Winder Free. 
—Send 81.0@01n Postal Note or Bill for oue year’s sub- 
seridtion tothe NOOK AND CORNER, and we will 
forward it by mail with anelegant Chainand Charm, 
absolutely Free and post-paid, as «a premium, 
Remember, wecharge you nothing for this premium, ouly 

charging the regular subscription price of the NOOK 
4 AND CORNER. 


Not For Sale As thishandsome preminm is In- 
etended solely to secure new sub- 
scribers, we will notsellit. We give it away and theonly 
way youcan secure itisto send $1,00for one year's sub- 
scription, when it will be sent you safely packed by return 
mall, free and post-paidas a premium, Address 


NOOK AND CORNER, 


— 7 MONTCLAIR, New dersey. 
COMPARISON DESIRED. COMPETITION DEFIED. Fe | 


tones of love; two busy hands, assisted 
by two other busy hands, ingeniously 
fastened the table cloth to the window- 
sill, and by its aid two happy mortals 
descended into the bed of burdocks and 
thistles that.grew beneath. 

But neither burdocks nor thistles, nor 
rain or shine, nor heat nor cold, nor 
France nor Prussia, nor one or the other, 
nor either, nor any, nor all, could change 
this mighty, surging torrent of true love, 
and so out of the burdocks, and into the 
street, hand in hand, walked these 
happy ones. 


CHAPTER V. 
ENTLE reader, in 


— Or Oro 








imagination visit We wish it distinctly understood that we give you just what you 

with me a hap Vv expect to get, and we will at once refund price paid to any one 

home on the ea who is in any way dissatisfied with this great bargain. 

of the Pomppene- 4 is a collection of English, Irish, Scotch and American Songs and 


_ 
“a 


gosquassett. ge, T he 
summer days has 
worn to its close. 
The last rays of the 
setting sun are 
climbing the distant 
mountain and will 


4TH 


man, Polish and Spanish Dances; Galops, Polkas, Schottisches 


and Waltzes; Marches, Quicksteps and Gavottes, etc. ; arranged 
VOCAL AND INSTRUMENTALD> for Piano, Organ, Violin, or Violin and Piano. 
Printed from extra large sheet music plutes on heavy paper, and containing over $50.00 in sheet music. Read this 
CONTENTS. Le Petre's hornpipe. | Petronella. Smith's hornpipe. 


! those chime | Light artillery. Polly wolly doodle, | Snuff-box waltz. 
Saal, Shoas chia ate Liverpool hornpipe. | Portland fancy. Soldier's joy. 


Ballads, including Ethiopian and College, Sentimental and Comic 
Sacred and Operatic, all with music complete, for voice an 

piano (or organ), arranged by CHARLES D. BLAKE. Also, Con- 
tra Dances, Reels, Jigs, and Hornpipes; English, French, Ger- 





| Happy new year. 
Harp that once. 
Heel and toe. polka. 


Dear heart. 
De banjo am. 


Spirits of France. 


soon be gone. Just up from the bank of ee eencitan eran baltor. Hey, daddy. Lord's ae ae Prince or peasant. Spanish dance. 
the river where the flowers sing, and the Auld lang syne. Durang's hornpipe. | Highland fling. Madrilainne, La. Quilting party. Speed the plough. 


birds grow, stands a little cottage. 
Beautiful vines are growing over it, 
while down by the walk that leads to the 
beaten highway magnificent pigweeds 
are blooming. 

This is the happy home of our hero and 
heroine, Augustus Aurelius Alonzo, and 
Louisa Lewetta Lavina. Here, after the 
cares and struggles of their eventful life 
are over, reaping the reward of their 


Basket of loves. 
Battle prayer. 
Beau of Oak Hill. 
Beaux of Albany. 
Beautiful castle. 
Belle Canadienne. 
Bonnie blue flag. 
Bonnie Doon 


Boston dip waltzes. 


Boulangere, La. 
Cachuea, La. 
Chained at last. 
Chinese march. 
Chorus jig. 
College hornpipe. 


Comin’ thro’ the rye. 


Coquette. 
Cuckoo, The. 





Right-hand reel. 
Erminie gavotte, 
Erminie lullaby. 
Esmeralda, The. 
Fairy dance. 

Fairy varsovienna. 
Favorite dance. 
Fireman's dance. 
First love redowa. 
Four-hand reel. 
Fritz’s lullaby. 
Gavotte de Vestrie. 
German, The. 
German redowa. 
German waltz. 
Gintana waltz. 
Girl Lieft behind, 
Go to the D—. 





Homme, sweet home. 


Hull's victory. 
Imperiale, L*. 
Irishman's heart, 
Irish trot. 

Jakie's hornpipe.’ 
Jesus, lover of my. 
John Anderson, 
Jordan is a hard, 
Keelrow reel. 

Keep the horseshoe, 


Kendall's hornpipe. | 
| On the banks. 

| Opera reel. 

| Our first and last. 
| Over the water, 


Kitty O'Neil jig. 
Ladies’ triumph. 
Lady of the lake. 
Lancashire clog. 
Land of sweet Erin. 
Larry O'gatf. 





Good for the tongue, 


Mary of Argyle. 
Minuet. 

Miss McLeod's reel. 
Money Musk. 
Mother's song. 

My pretty pearl. 
Now, was I wrong? 
Oh, carry me back. 
Old caken bucket, 


| Old rosin, the beau. 


Old zip coon, 
Only. 


Oyster river, 
Perplexity. 


Last rose of summer. 


Ricket's hornpipe. 
Robin Ruff. 
Rocket galop. 
Rory O'More. 
Rosebud reel. 
Rustic reel. 

Red lion hornpipe. 
Rock of ages. 
Roska, La. 
Russian march. 





Sailors set on shore, 


St. Patrick's day. 
Scottish dance. 
Shells of ocean. 
Sicilienne, The. 
Sicilian circle. 
Silent night. 
Six-hand reel. 





Sun of my soul. 
Tempest, The. 
Tempete, La. 
There is rest. 
Thunder hornpipe, 
Tired. 

Uncle Dan'!’s. 
Uncle Sam's farm, 
Up the hills. 
Virginia reel. 
Watchman, tell us 
Watch on Rhine. 
White cockade. 
Widow Machree. 
Wind that shakes. 
Within a mile. 
Zulma. 


oft music is stealing. 


faithfulness, they dwell. Let us enter 
the cottage and contemplate the happy 
scene. 

Seated around the table eating slap- 
jacks are between seventeen little chil- 
dren, mostly boys and girls, and as their 
sweet, molasses-smeared faces are raised 
to receive our kisses it is meet that ow 
feelings overcome us, and that for hours 
we weep joyful tears at the thought of 
that scene. 


Dashing white sergeant. 
Dick Sand's hornpipe. 
Don't drink, to-night. 
Douglass’ hopnpipe. 
Electric light galop. 
Fisher's hornpipe. 
Flowers of Edinboro’. 
Flowers of Edinburgh. 
Fra Diavolo quickstep. 
Fred Wilson's clog. 


Price 30 cents; six copies for $1.50. 


For sale by all music dealers, or will be mailed, postpaid, 
on receipt of price. : 


F, TRIFET,<Publisher,’“‘soston, mass. 


Barney from Kildare. 
Blue bells of Scotland. 
Campbells are coming. 
Camptown hornpipe. 
Can you keep a secret? 
Carillon de Dunkerque, 
Charley over the water, 
Cincinnati hornpipe. 
Constitution hornpipe. 
Cricket on the hearth, 


Ud 


Somnambula quickstep. 
Sparkling dewdrop sch, 
Steamboat quickstep. 
‘Tis true, we're fading, 
Vinton's hornpipe, No. L, 
Vinton's hornpipe, No.2 
Where many mansions, 
Woodman, spare that. 


UIs, 


Light in the window. 
Maid in pump-room. 
Minnie Foster's clog. , 
Newport or Narrangas ¢. 
Oh, you little darling. 
Pop goes the w easel. 
Shunster's hornpipe- 

Sir Roger de Coverly- 
Smash the window. 


Gorlitza, original. 

Haste to the wedding. 
In time of apple blos' ms. 
Ivish washerworman, 
Jolly dancers medley. 
Kathleen Aroon. 
Kathleen Mavourneen, 
Lady Walpole’s reel. 
Lamptighter’s hornpipe. 
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A!Useless Sacrifice. 


(Featherly has called on Miss Ethel, and while 


waiting for her has been amusing the children for 


an hour, that she might see what a big, warm heart he had, and how patient and good natured.) 
FEATHERLY.—“ Say, Bobby, won’t Miss Ethel be down soon?” 
Bossy.—‘ Oh! I fergot. Ma told me to tell yer that Ethel had gone to the theatre with young Mr. 
Sampson, and won't be back till after ‘leven o’clock. They got engaged last night, you know. Please 
don’t go ’way yet. Stay an’ have some more fun.”—Boston Beacon. 


For list of Plain Talk’s Prize 


ELECTRICITY Cures Catarrh 
Headache, ete. Agents make $50 
a day, either sex. Address: 


Books, see back numbers of! v. s. nomen mre. Co. B. Dept. CHICAGO, ILI, 


this paper. 
F.C. SAWYER, 


Dealer in 


Stamps, Confederate Money and Curiosities, 


BEAUCLERC, FLA. 


Serd stamp for 1889 eight-page catalogue. Agents 
wanted to sell stamps. Send stamp and reference. 25 
per cent. commission. F.C. SAWYER. 


BARGAINS T 


We will sell our accumulated duplicates cheap to get 
rid of them, 100 var. Foreign Stamps, 10e.; 200 var., 
40c.; 300 var., $1.25. 50 var. U. 8. Entire inv., 25¢.; 
75 var., 50c.; 100 var., $1.25. 100 var. rarer U. 8. Env. 
entire, $2.00. 8 var. Italy, Sur. official, 8c.; 10 var. 
Ausser Kurs, 12c. 1,000 var. stamps, good quality, only 
$6, Postage extra. 


A.W. & H. J. TURNER, 
129 BEST ST. A.P.A. BUFFALO, N, Y. 


The Universal Philatelic Advertiser 


AND COLLECTORS’ COMPANION, 
Circulates in every part of the world 


FREE! FREE! FREE! 


To every Collector and Dealer. 
Send your name and address on a postal card. ger: 4 
dealer should be represented therein. Prospectus, wit 
advertising rates, free. Published monthly by 


A. B. QUIGLEY, 


MANAGER, FRANKFORD STAMP COMPANY, 
STAMP IMPORTERS, 


FRANKFORD, PHILADELPHIA, PA, 


May (First) Number will soon be issued 














COINS, MEDALS, 


ETC. 
Ill. Catalogue free. 


4 U.S. Jgets., 25c. Set of 
4 New Congo Coins, 25e. 


wr U. 8. COPPER COINS 
A SPECIALTY. 
CEO. J. BAUER, 


73 Front Street, 
Rochester, N. Y 


W. H. BRUCE, 
P. O. Box 2838, Hartford, Conn. 
Will send you 


«¢400} 


VARIETIES OF PICKED STAMPS FOR 
ONE DOLLAR. 


Se SS 


T° STAMP COLLECTORS. 
SOME INVITING OFFERS. 


PLAIN TALK and Philatelic Gazette, each one year, 
70 CENTS. 
PLAIN TALK and The Stamp Collector, each one year, 
50 CENTS. 
PLAIN TALK and Stamp Collector's Figaro, each 1 year, 
45 CENTS. 











SEND ORDERS TO 


PLAIN TALK PUBLISHINC CO., 
Box 8259, New York City. 


Se + 





e enjoy, above all other things, neat 
fitting garments. By WoORTH’S 
FRENCH TAYLOR SYSTEM ON DRESS 
CUTTING, & person of ordinary intelli- 
gence can cut and fit any article of 


dress perfectly WITHOUT TRYING THE 

GARMENT ON. This system is so plain, 

and the book of inst™™¥ctions so complete and clear thata 
child may cut and fit as perfectly as the most experienced 
} ress Maker. With the Diagrams and Pook of Instructions, 
se know exactly the amount of goods you need. How to 
t stout or lean people; how to fit round or hollow shoulders; 
how to fashion waists; and all the secrets of Dress Making. 


AMERICAN HOUSEKEEPING,o 
le! 

“The it Ladies’ 

A Ladies’ Home Journal. .3n° Petisnoa 
% pages with a handsome colored cover each month. Com- 
lete on all Home Subjects, COOKING, KITCHEN and 
INING ROOM, HOME DECORATION ART, FASH- 
IONS, NEEDLE AND FANCY work. HINTS TO 
MOTHERS, HOME READING, KINDERGARTEN, BRIO- 
A-BRAOC, Etc., Illustrated Serials by our best Authors, 
WOMEN’S WaR POLL eOs One. Our Fashion Notes, 

repa specially for us, give latest styles of Dress, 
finery, valuable suggestions for Amatears. V. ad 


cease A BAG OFFER. $11.50 for $1.16 Warts Sslem vompieterour Coery-Day 


Wortn’s is the only simple and correct system by which 
& person can measure, cut and fit garments witbout first 


learning the trade, Price of System compete $10.00, 


Cc 
| Housekeeping for one 


00k, 326 7.00, and American 
ear, Free, 


American Housekeeping, Chicago, UL 


pages, Price, 





Two Papers for the Price of One! 


A GRAND«——* 
COMBINATION 

















‘PLAIN TALK,” ONE YEAR, 
50 Cents, 


(And a fine cloth-bound book FREE to every tenth 
subseriber,) 


THE YOUNG IDEA, ONE YEAR, 
50 Cents. 


yea 9 SQ 


We have arranged with the publishers of 


THE YOUNG IDEA, 





Belvidere, Tl., so that we are enabled to offer a 
year’s subscription to 


Both the Above Papers 


FOR ONLY 50 CENTS. 





subscribing must not be a present subscriber 

to BOTH THE PAPERS. He may be upon 
the list of either one, but not of both. If a present 
subscriber to either paper, credit will be given on 
that list for one full yearin advance of present 
expiration. } 


iz ONLY REQUIREMENT is that the person 








“6 oe, Se Oe OO a ~ “6 


“THE YOUNG IDEA” 


Is a handsome, illustrated magazine ; 











and we believe that our combination 





is an attractive one. Sample copies 


of either paper will be promptly for- 








warded on application. 





Subseriptions may be sent either to THE YOUNG 
IDEA, BELVIDERE, ILL., or to 


PLAIN TALK PUBLISHING CO., 


5 Beekman Street, 


a 7. cee ee 


A copy of this issue of PLAIN TALK is sent to many 
Young Idea readers, with the suggestion that it will be. 
a good time to extend their subscription to that paper 
one year, and thus secure this free, 


New York City. © 
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